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NEW DRUM MAJORS—Kay Brinkman, left, Texas City High School senior, has been
named head drum major for the 1970-71 Swinging Marching band, wding (o
enfroe, direclor, Three assistants Lo aid her on the field will be, aboye left to

cryl Moore, Pat 0'Dell, and Penny Curbello,
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Arrangements for the band to
stay at the Adolphus Hotel have
been completed for the 250-
piece group, Renfroe said, and
transportation has been arrang-
ed by chartered busses, The trip
will be financed by students and
parents with no cost to the
school district, he said.

Kay was co-head drum major
of the Blocker Junior High Band
and is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. E. J. Brinkman, 101 20th
Ave. N

Penny was co-head drum
major at Blocker and is the
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. R. E.
Curbello, 1042 15th Ave. N.
Cheryl is from Levi Fry and is
an All State musician and solo
clarinetist in the band. Her par-
ents are Mr. and Mrs. James
Moore Jr., 1717 14th Ave. N. Pat
is also from Levi Fry and a
clarinetist. She is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Edward P.
O'Dell, 3030 Tarpey.

Besides directing the march-
ing maneuvers of the huge
marching band these girls have
the duty to prepare and teach
the 48 Drill Leader-Stingarettes
the dancing routines that they
present at each half time. These
girls are completely in control
and work unchaperoned during
the month of August before the
marching band reports in,

“These girls carry a tremerd*

great. However, these young
ladies know what is expected
and follow a long list of girls
that have given distinguished
service to our bands. I strive to
select girls that are strong
musically, poised and well
schooled in dancing and have
leadership qualities,” Renfroe
said,

Plans for the Dallas trip call
for the band to leave Texas City
on the morning of Sept. 13,
check in the hotel about noon
with rehearsal in the Cotton
Bowl at 4:30 p.m., the evening
meal as guest of the Cowboys,
and game time performance
should come about 9:15 p.m.
Renfroe stated that the band
will return home Monday even-
ing after other activities being
planned for the group Monday
morning.

This years’ band will be the
largest in the school history and
promises to be one of our most
outstanding groups stated
Renfroe. “We are grateful to
the program director for the
Dallas Cowboys for this invita-
tion and the confidence the
Cowboy organization has placed
in our group as they could have
had their pick of any band in
Texas for this game. All of our
efforts will be to represent the
School and City in a way that
every one in Texas City can be
proud of our young peopl the
Band. ‘Gain oS :

- Drum. Majors
Will Lead TC
Marching Band

Drum major appointments
for the 1970-71 Swinging Mar-
ching band have been announc-
ed by Texas City High School
Band Director Robert Renfroe.

To head this year's 244 piece
marching unit will be Kay
Brinkman, a senior and first
flutist in the advanced concert
band. Assisting her will be
Penny Curbello, Cheryl Moore,
and Pat O'Dell.

The girls will be leading the
marching band during their ap-
pearance in Dallas Sept. 13 at
the invitation of the Dallas Cow-
boys. L. B. Landers, Texas City
High School principal, com-
mending the band fo~ the honor,
announced that the game bet-
ween the Dallas Cowboys and
New York Jets will be carried
on national television and is the
only professional game tele-
vised at that hour. Entire half-
time coverage has been offered
without interruption, and such
arrangements are usually af-
forded only to a few select col-
lege bands, Landers said.

Arrangements for the band to
stay at the Adolphus Hotel have
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SYMPHONIC BAND — Members of the symphonic band from dary School Principals. The convention is slated to begin Mon-
Texas City High School will present a concert for the opening day in Houston, and the opening session will be held at the Sam

session of a convention for the National Association of Secon-

Houston Coliseum.

Texas City Concert Band Presents
Program for National Convention

The Texas City High School
symphonic band will present
the opening concert for the Nat-
ional Association of Secondary
School Principals who will meet
for an annual convention
beginning' in Houston Monday.

More than 10,000 delegates
representing every state in the
union will hear the nationally
famous band under the baton of
its conductor Robert Renfroe.
L.B. Landers, principal of the
high school, says “this is a sig-
nal honor for the band and it is
with great pride that our school

will have the opportunity to pre-
sent our fine band for this illus-
trous group of school people for
all over America."”

The band will travel to Hou-
ston by charter bus, leaving the
high school about 5:15 p.m. for
the 8 p.m. concert in the
Houston Coliseum.

Renfroe is using an 80-piece
band for the concert and will
offer a light program of semi-
classical musical selections.

One of the featured attrac-
tions of the program will be a
transcription of television mus-

ic prepared for the band by a
former member, Roland Jor-
dan. Currently an instructor of
music theory at Washington
University in St. Louis, Mo.,
Jordan is preparing a musical
thesis for doctor of education
degree in music. He earned a
master's degree from Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and has
been active in music com-
position throughout his career
since the time he became a
member of the Stingaree Band
in 1954.

The program will also include

Man of La Mancha, a tribute to
Stephen “Foster, Cole Porter's
Can Can, Battle Hymn of the
Republic, and will conclude
with Stars and Stripes Forever,
featuring five piccolos from the
flute section.

The band will appear at the
convention at the invitation of
Miss Ruth Red, director of
music education for the Houston
Independent School District.

FRESH YARD

FGGS
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TEXAS CITY
TALK

By ,
DOROTHY JOHANNESSEN

LOOKING BACK on the past week and
the three fabulous days spent with the
Texas City High School Band in
Washington, it is hard to believe we
covered so much ground, saw and did so
much, but the trip on the whole was a
maslerpiece of precision timing with
every detail worked out and executed by a
master planner!

Robert Renfroe is not only a fine,
dedicated band director, he is a master at
organization. No wonder he comes up year
after year with a succession of great
bands!

On our part, words simply cannot
describe the feeling of appreciation and
warmth gained from the close association
with all these fine young musicians. Their
stunning performance in Washington put
Texas City on the map, lo be sure, but
aside from that, they are simply the

.grealest!

SO MANY people here have asked,
following last Thursday's review of the
concerl in Washington, were they really
THAT good? Well, we are here to reaffirm
the fact that they were not just “‘good’ -
they were absolutely brilliant! It was a
stunning performance.

(See TALK, Page 11B)
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Sting Concert Band
Captures AAAA Honor

The Texas City Stingaree
Band, for the first time in its
history, took the highly coveted
AAAADivisionOutstanding Con-
cert Band award Saturday at
the annual Buccaneer Day Fes-
tival in Corpus Christi.

The Texas City High School
Band met competition from a-
bout 40 AAAA bands from
throughout the State of Texas
and four out-of-state bands to
take the top award in the two-
day event, possibly the big-
gest band contest in the state,
prestige-wise.

“I knew I had my best band
in 23 years,” Robert Renfroe,
Texas City High School Band
director, said. “‘I am complete-
ly thrilled and delighted. This
was the big one.”

According to Renfroe, the
Stingaree Band will go after
the Six Flags award next

week. 4
‘““No other band has ever won

both awards,” Renfroe said,
““but I believe this band can do
it

Judging in the Corpus Christi

contest was conducted by W.J.
Julan, University of Tennes-
see; William Rhodes, Univer-
sity of New Mexico; and Ralph
Laycock of Utah’s Brigham
Young University.

According to Renfroe, the
Hereford, Texas high school |
took the award in the AAA div- |
ision, and Santa Fe High School |

of the Alta Loma - Arcadia ||

area took AA Division honors. |
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TC Marches Right Behind Music Man

By HELEN SMITH
NEWS STAFF WRITER

TEXAS CITY — Success for Robert Renfro is a string binding him to
Texas City rather than catapulting him into the college or professional
echelons of band directing

The energetic director of the big Stingaree Marching Band of Texas
City High School affirms rumors he has had offers of college and
university bands,

This music man, who started building the Texas City public school
band program at age 19 in 1947, tells why he declined these offers:

"I guess having started the program myself, starting at such an age,
findine the situation here so cooperative, working with a fine board.
developing close friendships with people, with former students—

“Ifind it impossible to leave.

“‘1 have decided I'm going to have one band for my tenure.

“After my daughter, who is 4, leaves the high school band, I will
retire."”

Itisn't hard to like Bob Renfro upon first meeting.

It's easy to see how his zest and enthusiasm are contagious to the
kids. And it's obvious his major criticism would be simply that he
never slows down.

Renfro has had an unbroken string of award - winning bands for his 23
years with the district, and in those years has developed the system -
wide band program to feed new talent into the big band at the high
school.

A boy from the small town of Groesbeck, about 30 miles from Waco,
he came to Texas City the summer of 1947, He began building the
band program as the city itself was rebuilding from the great Texas
City Disaster, the April 16, 1947, chain of explosions killing more than
500 and doing some $67 million in property damage. >

On April 16 that year he was on tour with a college band in Anahauc.
They were to have played Texas City a day or two later, and that
performance was shifted to Pasadena after the blasts.

When he finally came to Texas City, it was as a band director for the
school district.

He was only 19 years old and hadn't finished college. **You didn't
have to have a degree in those days. Band directors were scarce,' he
said.

Most probably he would have been an asset to the district with or
without the degree, but he did finish his college work through extension
and summer study at the University of Houston so he qualified fully as
scholatic qualifications changed.

“I eame at an optimum time for starting a band program. Lots of
the students had lost moms, dads, and others. The schools were ripe
for giving to the young kids what is good,"” he said.

The whole city became caught up in supporting them.

Renfro recalls that whenever the junior high (then old Texas City
Junior High) band made a trip, it was as if the whole city was lollowing
them. They always played to a full house.

Of course, people knew of the blast, but the band soon had a
reputation for excellence in its own right, he said.

Renfro's second year here the junior high band received a 99.4 per
cent rating in University, Interscholastic League concert competition,
and took top honors in parade in the national competition at Enid,
Okla.

This suecess out of the sorrow of the times is what really sparked the
community support for the band program, the director said. He

believes that support continues,
“We are most forfunate here to have a school board, and a
&

a -
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ROBERT RENFRO AT WORK
Busy With Students This Summer

community,
abundantly.’

The band has some fund - raising projects, but these and the booster
club activities are needed only for special events such as long trips.

Renfro has the title “‘director of instrumental music” for the Texas
City School District. That puts him in charge of programming
budget, and staff for the department involving about 1,000 students
from sixth grade through high school.

He has two junior directors, one at Blocker and
one at Levy Fry junior high, and two assistants who handle the

hing of elementary stud

He has two junior directors, one at Blocker and one at Levy Fry
Junior high, and two assistants who handle the teaching of elementary
students.

The Renfro system begins with the fifth graders.

hat does support the band, that funds the program

Music aptitude tests are given fifth graders in May. Invitations to
join band are sent to the parents of these showing promise, This
coming year there will be about 180 sixth graders training to enter a
seventh grade band the next year.

Renfro's chief teaching duties are conducting the three high schoo)
bands which combine into the big Stingaree Marching Band, to be 250
strong next year

The high school students are divided into an advance band, a second
band, and a training band for practice and concert work.

RENFRO WATCHES MARCHING ROUTINES
Specially - Made Vantage Point

Counly

Personality
Profile

Asked his favorite task, Renfro replied, ‘‘There is no ‘joy like the first
band.” These students are advanced to the point where they don't
have to march every day and can start off with fine musical
literature.

But he can't deny a fascination for the welding of the big band and
the training and choreography demanded to get it marching.

This talent was so well displayed last fall at the Band Spectacular, an
hour of band routines and music, and at football game appearances.

An I!t!nll!' _lnr a band seems an inborn thing with the director. As a

g::ng school boy he remembers always running to the window when the

4 marched by. The teachers tinally accepted it. “It was just
inside me. I just had to get to the window,’ he smiles.

His family had but an amateur love of music. His mother sang and
his sister played piano.

Bob Renfro

He began playing a tuba, then progressed to trombone and baritone
in high school. By college time he had settled on oboe and bassoon as
major instruments. .

His ability as a band leader has been continuous in the measure of his
profession, the competition with other bands.

The Blocker Band this year got its 23rd straight first division in
concert at the state UIL contest. That record goes back to the old
Texas City Junior High preceding Blocker, and also goes back to
Renfro's start here.

The plaques and trophies in the high school band room are all firsts.
There is many an UIL first, with nary a second.

The Stingaree Band has won the national sweepstakes at Enid,
Okla., three times. It this year won the Bucaneer Festival contest at
Carpus Christi, one of the most coveted in the state.

The band won the Six Flags Over Texas Contest several years ago.

A big honor for the Stingares Band this fall is the invitiation to
perform during the Cowboys - Jets game at the Cotton Bowl in Dallas
on Sept. 13.

CBS Television Network has assured uninterupted coverage of their
Cotton Bowl performance, an honor to date extended only to the
University of Michigan Band.

The Stingaree Band has been televised before, at the Astrodome, but
Sept. 13 will be the first time for national television.

Over the years the band has traveled as far as Los Angeles, New
Orleans, and Mexico City.

Renfro met his wife, the former Betty Sue Eidom of Port Arthur,
when she came to the Texas City district as an English teacher. They
now have three children.

Their son Robert Jr. will play oboe next year as a sophomore band
student,

The next son, Mark, will play tuba in the Blocker Band. This
youngster is an athlete, though, having played quarterback with the
Blocker seventh grade football team, and his dad may lose him to
athletics.

Betty Gayle, the baby of the family, “may be a good Stingarette,”
her father said. The Stingarettes are the girls' marching and
precision dance division of the marching band, and a musical part of
the concert bands.

More Youth Involvement
In State Government Urged

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — anuI

what they had to offer—new ap-

Eggers, R i

for governor, said Saturday the
state government should make
greater efforts to involve young
people in the governmental pro-
cess.

Eggers told a rally of Bexar
County supporters that he had
the opportunity while in Wash-
ington as an official of the Trea-
sury Department officials to see
the results of the “president's
fellow' program.

Young men and women, most-
ly in their 20s, were brought in
government at the decision-
making level.

“I was very impressed with

P fresh ideas, vibrant
outlook. And I would like to do
something along this line as
governor of Texas,” Eggers
said.

“1 think the state government
would greatly benefit by bring-
ing some of our brightest young
Texans into the decisions-makine
level of government. In a Gov-
emor's fellow' program,” Eg-
gers said.

Eggers also said he thought it
was one of the important func-
tions of government to protect
the atmosphere in which aca-
demic freedom can exist on Tex-
as campuses.

- W e

v -
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TC Band Wzll Take Part In Bwentenmal Concert

NCWS Mainland Bureau  Symphonic Band willholda Texas City High School special concert will Texas City schools, “It is terscholastic League First made appearances in Los  The Sunday concert in
TEXAS CITY—The special fund raising concert stadium. toward financing the bands indeed an honor and Division Concert Band Angeles and Mexico City. Texas City will include the
exas City High School at 2 pm. Sunday at the Proceeds from the trip to Washington, D. C. privillege that the band has trophy for the past29years.  The marching band has works of Cole Porter,
May 26, where they will been selected to represent This record surpasses all been seen on national Rogers and Hammerstein,
perform an invitational the State of Texas.” He othersinthe state. television from the Cotton Henry Mancini, Julie Ward
bicentennial concert at the adde:d that this per- The band has also won Bowl in Dallas, the Sugar Howe, Arthur Pryor and
John F. Kennedy Center for formance must be con- the Outstanding Band and Bowl in New Orieans and  Dr.  Reland Jordan, a

the Performing Arts. sidered as a highlight Sweepstakes Award in from the Astrodome in- former Texas City High
The Texas City band is amomg the many awards concert play in the Tri- Houston. School bandsman.

the only high school band in the Texas City band has State Contest in Oklahoma,

the state to receive such an receiwed over the years. the Six Flags Contest in

invitation and will be The Texas City High Dallas and the Buccaneer

representing the state on Schoml Band, which is Band Festival in Corpus

“Texas Day at JFK Cen- directted by Robert L. Christi.

ter."” Renfiroe, has earned the They have performed
According to Paul University of Texas’ twice atthe National Band

Manning, superintendent of covetted University In- Clinic in Chicago and have

Sl.lbll:l"lbl
Today !
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Famed Band Director
At TCHS Anniversary

By CATHY GILLENTINE
Sun Staff Writer

Dr. William D. Revelli, who
has for 37 years been director of
the University of Michigan
Band, will guest-conduct the
Texas City High School Band in
a concert at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day.

The concert, honoring the
Silver Anniversary of Robert
Renfro as leader of the TCHS
band, will be held at the high
school auditorium.

Revelli is one of the renowned
bandsmen of our time, having
helped develop the music de-
partment at the University of
Michigan from one 88-piece
band in 1935 to a music depart-
ment today which includes
symphony, marching, wind en-
semble, concert, varsity,
Wolverine and Jazz bands and a
staff of thirteen instrumental
artists and teachers as well as a
wind instrument department
employing twenty graduate
teaching fellow assistants.

The band has in recent years
traveled to the Soviet Union,
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon,
Turkey, Cyprus, Greece,
Rumania and Poland under the
auspices of the President's In-
ternational Cultural Exchange

Program.

In 1861, the University of
Michigan recognized Revellis’
outstanding service to the uni-
versity by presenting him its
Faculty Award for Disting-
uished Achievement. He is also
the recipient of the honorary de-
gree of Doctor of Music from
the Chicago Musical College,
the honorary Doctor of Law De-
gree by Okalhoma City Univer-
sity, and the honorary Doctor of
Public Service Degree by West-
ern State College of Colorado.

He is founder and Honorary
Life President of the College
Band Directors National Assoc-
iation, past president of the
American Bandmasters Assoc-
iation, and the first conductor to
be elected to the Academy of
Wind and Percussion Arts.

He is a member of the Music
Advisory Panel of the Depart-
ment. of State, Chairman of the
Committee on International
Band Instrumentation of the
C.B.D.N.A., a member of the
Advisory Board of the Music
Journal; a member of the Ad-
visory Board of ““The Instru-
mentalist'' Music Magazine,
Editor of the Michigan Band
Series, member of Alpha Kappa
Lambda, honorory life grand
president of Kappa Kappi Psi
and the recipient of the first
Distinguished Achievement
Award presented by the latter
music fraternity.

The Michigan band has
several recordings done under
the direction of Dr. Revelli, in-
cluding the albums “On Tour
‘with the Michi ‘Hail

a
' and “Kickoff, US.A."

He and his band have travel-
led all over the United States for
concerts, and he is well-known
as a leader of band clinics and
guest conductor. He will con-
duct regional band contests in
La Marque Friday and
Satyrday

W.D. REVELLI
Directs Thursd.

10
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Band Aid Gets
$1500 Donation

The Texas City High School
Stingaree Band took a giant
step closer to Los Angeles today
with the receipt of a $1500 dona-
tion from Billy Knox of Knox
Enterprises.

Robert Renfroe, TC High
School band director, expresses
his deep appreciation for the
donation on behalf of the Band
Aid to L.A. Committee and
added, ‘“This wonderful gift,
that will make the band trip
possible, shows that he is not

one who just says ‘I love Texas
City’, but he also believes in
Texas City and it's young
people.”

The Sting band has been in-
vited to perform on national
television at the half time of the
Los Angeles Rams-Dallas Cow-
boy game in December and has
been in the process of raising
the funds through student ac-
tivities with help from Texas
City merchants.

00 6.0 0.8 8 0.0 8 8 8 0 00 8 0080t e s seene
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RENFROE HONORED—Texas City's Director of Bands,
Robert Renfroe, was presented a plague from the community
at Texas City's band concert last night honoring Renfroe's
25th anniversary. Making the presentation was Paul Stewart,
president of the Texas City Kiwanis Club.
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Nine TC Students Take
All-State Honors In Austin

Nine members of the TCHS
Band have gained membershi

in the Texas All-State Band and
Symphony Orchestra after state
wide competitions held

led the area
ustin plae-

through

mj
oo Tom uum !umlm
association will FL.

orth Feb, 101143 for thelr
annual state convention which
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Gran  the All-
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Pegl Murphy and
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Area Merchants
Kick-Off Band
'Aide To L.A.

|

CATHY GILLENTINE
Sun Staff Writer

Alocal business campaign for
Band-Aid to L.A, was launched
last night as local chamber
members and business repre-
sentatives were feted at a coc-
tail party hosted by The Daily
Sun and emceed by Managing ‘
Editor John Balione.

“Ham’' Hamilton headed up |
the appeal and remarks on the
trip were given by Band Direc-
tor Robert Renfroe. Other com-

ments on methods of aiding the |

band trip to California were
made by Dick Fosdick.
Renfroe commented that over
three hundred band members
will fly in two jets to Ca
They will appear on
and march in a

the trip and all money will be
refunded,” he said.

Claude Barmett with KILE
said the station would sponsor a
dance with proceeds going to
tlm Band-Aid fund. Further de-

tails will be announced later.

Smokié Stutzman with Ken-
tucky Fried Chickcn. Hamilton

Dok Bl e S
working on a mmnﬂuml dly
for the city with a percentage of
their profits going to the pro-
jeet.

Small bands from the high
school group will be playing at
Vl.l'iulll ln:ltioul to aid in the

newspaper nubl‘.le!ur has also
been promised.

Contributors to the campaign
to date are Phelps Men’s Shop,
Mae's Restaurant, Hethering-
ton Jewelers, J.C. Penney, The
Forum, Porter’s, Duncan Ross
Insurance, Dean Williams

band members will'be earning that a total of $55 per student

some of their money through
light bulb sales and other fund-
raising projects. He speculated

will probably put the campaign|
(See AREA, Page 2)
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READY TO SOUND OFF TONIGHT

Rehearsals by the Stingaree Concert Band

TC Bands

(Continued from Page 1)

public and are sponsored jointly
by the instrumental music
department from the schools
and the Texas City Kiwanis
Club.

Beginning the performance at
7:30 p.m. will be a brief presen-
tation by 200 elementary stu-
dents in their first public ap-
pearance. The group will be
directed by James Brannon and
Steve Coacher.

At 7:45 p.m. the three bands
from the high school will
present short concerts. The 1
p.m. band under Brannon will
open the program, followed by

the 10:30 a.m. band and 8:30
a.m. band under the baton of

Robert Renfroe, director of
instrumental music for the
school distriet.

Selections by the 1 p.m. band
will include “March Forth,"”
“Thendara Overture,” “Toc-
cata for Band,” and “Other
Sounds." The 10:30 a.m. band
will present *‘‘The Corcoran
Cadets,”” ‘““Chorale and Al-
leluia,” ‘“‘Suite in F for Band,"
and “Paint Your Wagon."

The 8:30 a.m. band is com-
prised of students who form the
Stingaree Concert Band, and
they will present ‘“The Golden
Ear March,"” “Finale—
Symphony No. 5, ‘‘Les
Preludes,”’ and ‘‘Stars and
Stripes Forever."

15
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The Daily Sun, Tuesday, December 5, 1972, Page 3
“Serving Texas City-La Marque-Hitchcock and Mainland”

ROBERT RENFROE DIRECTING

Renfroe Directs TCHS Stage Band
For B&PW Style Show Monday

. Robert Renfroe, director of

trumental music in the
Texas City Independent School
District, will direct the High
School Stage band for the 16th
annual Evening B&PW style
show at 7:30 p.m. Monday at
Nessler Center.

The stage band is a select
group of 17 boys from the
concert band at the high school
that get together for the fun of
playing music in the jazz and
swing band style.

For the past 26 consecutive
years, Renfroe's concert bands
have had the distinction of
never having received any
rating but first division in UIL
contests. They have won most
all the big contests that bands
can compete in, including
nAtional championships in
Oklahoma, the Six Flags
Outstanding Band Designation,
and the Buccaneer Days Fetival

Oustanding Band Award.

Numerous students from
Renfroe's bands win all-state
distinction each year with ten
making all-state in 1871 and
nine in 1972. Many go on to
college and become active in
the college bands or choose
their careers from the field of
musicg,

For the past few years the
stage band has been part of
the entertainment at the show.

Their music creates a relaxed
atmosphere as people gather.
They will also do special effects
music during the show.

Tickets for the show are three
for $1 or 50 cents each and will
be available at the door.

General chairman of the show
is Mrs. Elaine Seibel. There will
be a drawing for a $500 cash
door prize at the close of the
show.

]
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SYMPHONIC BAND

FLUTES

Malton, Ellen — Dickinson-Area
Jones, Sandra — Brazoswood-Area
Finister, Cindy — Brazoswood-Area
Rollwage, Claire — Brazoswood-Area

Eubanks, Sandy — Texas City

Eb SOP. CLARINETS

Leonard, Sharon — Ball-Area

ALTO CLARINETS

Gitfin, Mary Etta — Dickinson-Aren

Tucker, Denise — Lamar Consolidated
CLARINETS

Moore, Cheryl — Texas City-Area
Lefeber, Don — Ball-Area
Moreno, Doris — Texas City-Area
Graves, Becky — Dickinson-,
Leonhardt, Debbie — Texas City
Krause, Kay — Lamar Consolid'd-Area
Murphy, Pegi — Texas City-Area
Yaney, Rick — Texas City
Jung, Keith — Brasoswood
Zein, Eldin - Suzanne — Ball
Gregg, Jockie — Lamar Consolidated
BASS CLARINETS
Simmons, Jean — Texas City-Area
Smith, Diane — Texas City-Area
Bristow, Carol — Pearland
gaﬂlll. Susan — Pearland
len\uv;‘ Phillip — Texas City-Area.
OBOE
Glass, Nancy — Texas fn‘itr -Ares.
Talley, Martha — Santa

ldman, Dlm:y Dickinson-Sym. Or.
Gols - o

‘Haske Dickinson-
ALY0 SAXOPHONES
David — Lamar Consolid'd-Ares

T h N Dickinson
BARITO N':':"ﬁuomum

Pate, iy — Lamar Consolid'd-Area

McCauley, Cindy — Texas City-¥. Orch,

Albritton, Steve — Lamar Cons'd-Area

Hale, Alana — Alvin-Area

Hayden, Dale — Alvin-Area

‘Vassallo, Jim — Texas City-Sym. Orch.

Vasquez, Mike — Santa Fe-Area

Reed, Mike — Texas City-Area

Fairchild, Brantley — Brazosport-Sy. 0.

FRENCH HORNS

Angle, Jimmy — Ball-Sym. Orch.

Cooper, Paul — Texas City-Sym. Orch.
-Aren

Brazospo

Van Norman, Judy — Brazoswood
TROMBONE
Curran, John — Texas City-Sym. Orch.
Wendtland, Steve — Lamar Cons'd-Area
Dudley, Donald — La Marque-Area
Caulfield, Keith — Dickinson-Area
Penn, Carlos — Ball-Sym. Orch.
Splawn, Don — Santa Fe

Scott — Brazoswood
Eifipars Anty — Dicktason

OMBONE

Lockett, Wayne — Dulles-Area
BARITONES

Dewey, John — Dickinson.
L‘ohm-n Knm: Anu'hhn
hapa,

smmc BASS
Texas City-Area

PERCUSSION 1

Napoll, Carl Dickinson-Area
Lewis Chuck Alvin
Renfro, Glen — Hi
PERCUSSION IT
Mniscaleo, Cathy — Dickinson-Area
Massey, Doug — Pearland
TYMP,

Horley, Marian — Dickinson-Area

PROGRAM

(To Be Selected From The Following)

Band Of Gold March

Evening In The Country

Kenny

e Bartok-Suchoft

REGION XVII

TEXAS MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION

PRESENTS

‘jﬁs 64[[ c’?zgion
é’ljrnf)gonia BRand

RICHARD R. KOLE, CONDUCTOR
DEL MAR COLLEGE
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS
AND

Concsnt Band

DON HOOD, CONDUCTOR
ANGLETON HIGH SCHOOL
ANGLETON, TEXAS

JANUARY 9, 1971

LA MARQUE HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

CONCERT BAND

FLUTES Salazar, Jesse — Dulles
Prothro, Vicky — Pearland TRUMPETS

Lott, Debbie — Brazoswood Honeycutt, Mark — Brazosport
Harr, Eileen — Ball Burnu, Bob — Dickinson
March, Susan — Brazoswood CORNETS

Perkins, Phyllis — Lamar Consol'd Holliday, Sid — La Muqug
Corwin, Beth Crawford, Albert —

Bolero o Liam e
Irish Tune From The County Derry ...

Africana

The All-Region Concert Band
Don Hood, Conducting
Nobles Of The Mystic Shrine ..

Festive Overture . - Shostakovich-Hunsberger
Fete-Dieu A Seville ... I — Albeniz-Cailliet
Suite Of 0ld American Dances SUN——— | 1
1. Cake Walk
2. Schottische
8. Western One-Step
4. Wallflower Waltz
5. Rag

The Irish Washerwoman S _ Anderson
Italian In Algiers _ Rossini-Cailliet

The All-Region Symphonic Band
Richard R. Kole, Conducting

Puwen, Linda — Santa Fe
Price, Jeff — Texas City
Eb SOP. CLARINET
Thompson, Saralyn — Dickinson
ALTO C]
Powell, Brenda — Alvin
Durdlul, Martha — Dulles
Bb CLARINE
Birdwell Michelle — Dickinson
Adlml Bcr.ky — Santa Fe
Ch — Ball
Knel Rlchm-d — Dickinson
Kathy — Dulles

Purkabls, Mlchelle — Texas City
Hughes, Janice — Dulles
Lawrence, Margie — Alvin
Luster, Randy — Brazoswood
Guea.nDoris —-E;[‘:m Ci:yu

Harrell, Mary a — B

, I. D. — Ball

Goodale, Judy — Ball
Bell, Susan — Brazoswood
Chﬂdmus, Carol — Alvin
H;inu. Marlee — La Marque

SS CLARINETS
Messina, Mary Lou —
Mmmey. David — Eanr.l Fe
Harrell, Mar]

Briggs, Lynette — Hitchcock
OBOE

Stallworth, Ann — La Marque
Kmrtott Klm Dickinson

McWhuﬂ.er, Terri — La M.-Area
Hill, Tommy — Dulles-Area
ALTO SAXOPHONES

, Don — Texas City
Roberts, Ronald — Santa Fe
Forse, Glry — Brazoswood
Jourdan, Kathi — Alvin
’l'ENOR SAXDPHDN’I!

as City
BAR.I'IDNE SAXOP HONE

Lampert, Ben — Dxrldnlnn
Morales, Ricky — Ball-Sym, Orch.
Redmon, Paul — Sa.n Fa
Ayala, Mike —
Seruggs, Jeff — axu Glty
Means, Kathy — Columbus
FRENCH HORNS
Huulbon. Laura — Hitcheoek
Acord, Mike — Brazosport
Wlllhelm. Keith — Dicldmnn
Parish, Donny razosport
Pan, Karl — 'I'axls City
Friloux, Cindy — Texas City
Roberts, Terry — Angleton
Buehrlng. Bunnye — Dulles
BONES

BARITO]

Williams, Chuck — Brazoswood
Kayron, Duhe leu Consolid'd
Keller, Bry:

MnAnualty John — Dickinson

Ne nn Larry — Brazoswood
Wﬂlhelm, Joe — Dickinson
Oldham, Robert — La Marque
Cook, Ken — Texas City
Highfill, Steve — Dn]lea
Caldwell, James — Alvin
PERCUSSION 1
Jones, Aley — Dickinson
Rogers, George — Alvin
Atkinson, Ben — Lamar Consolid'd
PERCUSSION I
gnrgnnn, Naney — Brazoswood
lickinson, Becky — Alvin
TYMPANI

Sterling, Robert — L. M.-Youth O,
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UNIVERSITY
INTERSCHOLASTIC LEACGUE

o
THURSDAY SCHEDULE: APRIL 22

TEXAS CITY HIGH SCHOOL — Robart Renfroe
The Gelden Ear March . San Miguel
Les Proludes List
Finals Symphony No. § Schostakovich
LA MARQUE HIGH SCHOOL — Gaorge Walters
Manhatan 5 Sousa

Lincolnshire
Capricsio Espangnole
BALL HIGH SCHOOL — John Shipp.

Francaise s mudic Campc!ih'un .?;Jﬁwl!
Carmina Burana

BRAZOSWOOD HIGH SCHOOL — Fred MeD:

March from “A Litile Suite’

ol REGION XV11
The Sorcorsr's Apprantica

ANGLETON HIGH SCHOOL — Den Heo

Nobles of the Mystic Shrine

Flag of Stars APRIL 21st - 22nd, 1971
Carmina Burana
ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL — Phil Armstrang

CLASS AAAA

BRAZOSPORT HIGH SCHOOL — James 5. Atkins

Sinfonians Concert March Williams ELI DOUGLAS, Chairman
+ Shostakovich Regional Executive Committes
+ Monnin Galveston, Texas

¢ Concert March
Gvarture fo MRS. DORIS NORTON
Executive Secratary
Galveston, Texas

Li n |< .I-O CONTEST DIRECTOR — Robert Renfroe

P I CTU re CONTEST INFORMATION WEDNESDAY. SCHERULE: ATRI diet

TEXAS CITY 3rd Gro

D
AWARIR March Forth

Awards will be presented after judges sheets have been
recorded. Awards will be issued only to directors. Each director
must sign for their awards. 130 BALL HIGH 3rd Grou

Carrollion March

PROGRAMS COURTESY OF
CHAS. PARKER MUSIC COMPANY, INC. i3, BEAZOSWOGE: 3l Srowps (Fred:McDentld

925 $th Ave. N. — Phone 948-2701 Sl e o

Texas City, Texas Themes from Symphony No. &
DON HAUSE, Manager :30 ANGLETON 3rd Group: Don West
Houston - Pasadena - Northline Mall - Memorial City & Killan ...
Spring Branch ononts Sy
TEXAS CITY 2nd Grou, Robart Renfroe
The Corcoran Ca
e

Sinfonia Nobilissima
LAMAR CONSOLIDATED 2nd Group: Ch

CRITICISM SHEETS
Directors may pick these up in the office after ratings are
announced. There will be a place designated as office in each
school or in each auditorium, Criticism sheets will be issued only The ":I'lit.:"’_'“ Troop - o
to directors. Each director must sign for the criticism sheets. Williams
Criticism sheets left at contest site will be forwarded only upon 00 BRAZOSWOOD 2nd Group: Glen Alldredgs
request to the Executive Secretary. Burst of Flas 5 Bowlse
RECORDINGS Zusignung u vsl:.;::
All contest tapes may be picked up at the same office you 8 Barry Waltars
pick up your criticism sheets. Please sign purchase order or pay ) (oo
cash for all tapes. Ovarturs chuman

ANGLETON 2nd Group: Don West
Killian .
a Dallas Sacond Suite for
Melvin Meads San Antonio ALVIN 2nd Group: Robart Gray
Dr. Pete Wiley Beaumont

Judges:

Royal Air Force March Past .
SIGHT READING Cte Grona in 0 i

BRAZOSPORT 2nd Grou
Bob Grace

Jim Herrington E:::Fv ;m'
Jerry Longwell Chant and Jubilo
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Sting Band Opens Pro Grid Season

The nationally-famous 250
piece Stingaree Marching Band
will be in New Orleans Sept. 18
and 19 for the opening confer-
ence game between the New
Orleans Saints and Los Angeles
Rams.

The game will be telecast by
CBS beginning at 1 p.m. cover-
ing the Rockies to the west and
the south-southwest sections of
the country as the professional
football season gets underway.

Invitations for bands to
perform during professional
football games are becoming
scarce, and Robert Renfroe,
director of bands for the Texas
City Independent School
District, feels the band's suc-
cess on national television from
Dallas last year was a deter-
mining factor in securing this
year's performance oppor-
Lunity.

During an exhibition game
belween the Dallas Cowboys
and the New York Jets last
year, Lhe Stingaree Marching
Band presented pre-game and

halftime activities in the Cotton
bowl for a national telecast
during prime time.

the performance.
“The pros are beginning to be
very parlicular about the half-

Following the performance lime entertainment, and a band
the band was deluged with must come highly recom-
letters from 25 states mended or be auditioned
throughout the country praising through film in order to land a

Four Drum Majors Lead Band

Drum majors for the 1971-72 Stingaree Marching Band have
been announced, and Miss Ann Sula, a senior at Texas City High
School, will be leading the group this year.

Assisting Miss Sula will be Miss Cindy Friloux, Miss
Melodee Gerber, and Miss Diane Johnson, also seniors. All four
girls spent three years in the junior high band program and two
years as Stingarelte and drill leader in the marching band.

Miss Sula is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe J. Sula Jr., 1409
First Ave. N. An honor student, she is in the first flute section of
the advanced concert band. During her ninth grade year she
was co-drum major of the Levi Fry Band.

Miss Friloux is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. M. J. Frilous,
1514 20th Ave. N. She is first chair French hornist and was for-

merly a member of the Blocker Junior High School Band.

Miss Gerber is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond
Gerber, 1814 16th Ave. N. She is a member of the clarinet section
and served as co-drum major of the Blocker Band.

Miss Johnson is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe O.
Johnson, 1415 19th St. N. She plays bass clarinet and served as
co-drum major of the Fry Band.

DIANE JOHNSON CINDY FRILOUX

spot, especially if the game is
televised,"” Renfroe said.

An invitation from Harry
Hulmes, assistanlt general
manager for the Saints, read
“From all reports that we have
been able to gather, you have an
outstanding marching band al
Texas City High School. I un-
derstand that it has played in
many of the nation's larger
stadiums and met with great
critical acclaim.

“A( this time, we would be
pleased to extend an invitation
to perform atl the Los Angeles
Rams-New Orleans Saints
game at Tulane Stadium on
Sunday, Sept. 19. We would
assume that your 250-piece
marching band would be fully
prepared lo present its usual
outstanding exhibition, both
pre-game and at half-time on
that date."”

Following a recommendation
by L. B. Landers, Texas City
High School principal, permis-
sion for the rip was approved

(See STING, Page 2A)

MELODEE GERBER
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GUEST COMMENTARY 5.7, e s, 2 =
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Man Of Courage, Love

There comes a time in our lives when we must
look around us and realize there is more to life than
just the every day routine of living, most of all to
realize how much love is surrounding us.

We get so involved in our chores and desires,
we forget to give. I am speaking of our teachers in
our school today. When last have we given thought?
Where would our children be if man and woman
had not the desire to teach? We are by far most
fortunate for the ability of our teachers. What little
effort we take to acknowledge the magnificant
work and time they give and do for our children. I
would like to express my appreciation and respect
for one special man in our community, whom I
have not the pleasure in knowing and un-
derstanding. A man that dedicates almost every
moment of his life to fulfill every child’s dream. To
say thanks, seems to be coldly expressed to a man
50 dedicated.

It is hard to put into words, respect, ad-

miration, and love, and this I give to Mr. Robert ;’

Renfroe. To him a job well done. Many thanks to
him for a beautiful job in teaching our children in

the band. After having three sons in the band, I =~

know now what it is to see this man work and with
the most sincere interest with our children. Texas
City is known to have one of the most alert, well
mannered and outstanding bands in Texas and fo
whom do we owe this great tribute to our school and
children?

Even though Mr. Renfroe has not asked for this
praise, he deserves our attention and love and
praise. Who knows this many any better than his
wife, and she knows of his great push and desire to
teach his pupils well. Some may think to be stern
and determined is a bit hard, but it shows in our
children after their school days are over. They
have been well trained and well disciplined. How
many times I have sat in my car on the black top at
the stadium viewing Mr. Renfroe while drilling the
band students, standing high above them on his
little platform, through rain and the coldest of
days, to securly lock into his mind each and every
note, and each marching step that it would be
exact. Yes, it may seem to the boys and girls it is
bitter and hard even though they love and respect
him,
It takes a good child to want to learn and this
we also have in our children. What a beautiful sight
it is the night of the ballgames to hear the band play
and each boy and girl playing his instrument so
perfect and to see each step while marching at half

He chose his time of life for exactness and love
for the band and children. He has done and is doing
a magnificant job. To a man that stands high above
the ground on cold rainy days and through the
Summer rains and hot sun, tired after teaching all
day, the man with courage and faith knowing his
band will be the best, not only the best, but for the
boys and girls to hold forever in their hearts’ and
minds what beautiful music is, for their soul and
own benefit.

They were taught in a beautiful way and in a
strict determined manner, never to be forgotten as
beautiful memories and lots of fun.

To me it takes a lot of courage to look beyond
the most highest point or the lowest point of the
football field and know you are the man responsible
for each little note that is being played by each
child. It must be perfect, it must be exact, for this is
the goal Mr. Renfroe has set for the long hard
drilling of each pupil.

He has never asked for praise nor does he call
on the parents to say your child needs attention on
his behavior, or lack of work in the band.

His determination and love solves this. He
himself knows and believes he’ll guide the boys and
girls in the right direction and most beautiful way.
He is happy and satisfied with his band, and the
boys and girls know it will be always be in' this
manner to be taught in a very stern and positive

way.
Mr. Renfroe deserves our thanks, and love, he
desérves all the attention of his band, and most of

all respect from the well trained boys and girls and
for the parents to realize his love for his work and
band students. He has certainly given in his life his
time and beautiful accomplishments. I only wish I
could have done as well. As my children grow older
and raise their family perhaps they will recall, Mr.
Renfroe took from his own life to better and to
make their lives more beautiful, by just a note on a
musical instrument. We the parents will never
forget likewise.

Here's to you Mr. Renfroe and I wish to thank
you for all the moments you shared with our bovs
and girls, with out you they could not have had the

beautiful band our schools have today. You made it -

possible. I am sure the parents all agree with me,
and hold the same love and respect and more sure
each and every child you have taught shall hold
fond memories of you. May you continue the
magnificent job and may God bless you.

Bet | Yuui Lrmei Mrs. Dolores Fremont
time so well done. I feel so proud to view the ¢ - = S rs. Dolo:
parades knowing the band is part of it and Mr. 7 {J@ 77+ ,— 10824th Avenue North

m‘ﬂ_.-_,'l‘exas City, Texas 77590
Rﬁf 3 ks ; / W‘f’;‘u"*’(f Lzl JmZuLn
- £ L, 8 NS R B L R S o e S SRR
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TEXAS CITY
TALK

By ;
DOROTHY JOHANNESSEN

THREE CHEERS for the red, white and
blue! Also, the Texas City High School
Band, which will be one of the select
groups chosen to represent the State of
Texas in the National Bicentennial
Celebration in Washington on May 26!

What an honor for Texas City, and what
a thrill for the bandsmen who will par-
ticipate in this gala event! Imagine being a
part of the nation's 200th birthday
celebration, right in the nation's capital!
Certainly an event to remember for a

lifetime.

A
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YONS TEACHER-NEWS Winter 1973 1

1973 Mid-West Friday PM, December 21

il
iy

_ O R . R 8
THE JONESBORO JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL BAND, Jonesboro, Georgia, directed by Julian J. Creamer, Jr.,
presents the 4:30 pm Clinic/Concert at the Mid-West. This is one of the oldest band programs in the state of
Georgia. This year they won the “Best Band in Junior High School Classification” at a festival competition
sponsored by Six Flags Over Georgia and members of the Symphonic and Concert Bands won 76 blue superior
medals in the state solo and ensemble festival.

1973 Mid-West Friday PM, December. 21

THE TEXAS CITY HIGH SCHOOL BAND, Texas City, Texas, directed by Robert Renfroe is the Clinic/Con-
cert Band for Friday evening, December 21 at the Mid-West. Their band program was begun in 1947 and re-
ceived their 26th consecutive first division rating in concert and sight-reading this past spring. Performances
have included the Sugar Bowl, Cotton Bowl, Astrodome,

1973 Mid-West
; 3]

THE JOLLY ROGERS from the WELLINGTON C. MEPHAM HIGH SCHOOL, Bellmore, New York under the
direction of Howard Rockwin will present the Stage Band Clinic/Concert on Friday evening, December 21 in
the International Ballroom of the Conrad Hilton Hotel. Their guest soloist will be the renowned jazz trom-
bonist, Mr. Urbie Greene.

1973 Mid-West Saturday AM, December 22

THE HURON HIGH SCHOOL SYMPHONY BAND, Ann Arbor, Michigan, under the direction of Edward Downing
shares the Saturday 10:30 am Clinic/Concert. Estab lished in 1968, they have never received less than a su-
perior rating from any adjudicator. The school's compre hensive music program includes three regularly sched-
uled bands with a combined membership of 285.
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CLASS OF SERVICE

This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable-
Fnrn unless its de-

rred character is in-
dicated by a suitable
symbol ubove or pre-
cedlng e address. &

WESTERN _
UNION

W, P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT

J.
SYMBOLS

e -

DL=Day Letter

NL=Night Letter 4

LT=Int'l Letter Telegram

VLT=Int'l Victory Ler.
N  E

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STAN DARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME st point of destination

DAO19 DEA121 (s
DE+BLAO29 PD=BLOOMINGTON IND 17 915AMC=
TEXAS CITY HIGHSCHOOL BAND MR ROBERT RENTROE

TEXAS CITY TEX=

+ WAY 7

SINCEREST CONGRATULATIONSTO THE TOP BAND FOR
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE=
‘RAY=,

A9 33
v3

AN

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONs FROM °,(3 leoxs CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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4135491391 NL TDMT AMHERST MA 100 12-17 0540P EST
PMS ROBERT RENFROE, DLR
TEXAS CITY HIGH SCHOOL
TEXAS CITY TX *
DEAR BOB RECALL WITH FOND MEMORIES THE TRIP TO MIDWEST IN 1956
BEST WISHES TO YOU AND STUDENTS FOR A HIGHLY suggg§§r9%-cgng§§7
AND CLINIC IN CHICAGO. |

WILLIAM GAVER MUSIC DEPT UNIV OF MASSACHUSETTS' AMHERSTEXAS

1~

Telegram

NNNN

g 4.4
weastzrn union
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‘echoed in an ovation and words

Baﬁ.q.... e Sting Band Gets'’

2 Chicago Accolades

The band left Texas City on '
Dec. 19 to participate in the '
competition held on Dec. 21 in
Chicago's Conrad Hilton Hotel.
The band, through tape record-
ings, competed with other
bands throughout the United
States and won a position on the
‘“Friday Evening Concert,”
which climaxed the five-day
program. Other bands selected
to play were the Oxon Hill,
Maryland, band; Shawnee
Mission West Band from Over-
land Park, Kan.; the Huron
Band from Ann Arbor, Mich.;
and Pioneer High School Band,
also from Ann Arbor. |

The Texas City High School

. Band was also featured in a

Saturday Interpretation Clinic '

under the baton of Col. Gabriel.

“The use of the band in this

_ clinic was expermental, and

they were highly praised by Col. '
Gabriel and the mid-west '
audience,” Renfroe said. 1
“This mid-west appearance .
by the band was truly the
outstanding accomplishment in '

“ man, and industry in Texas City

for making this trip possible.

. The students did Texas City

proud in a way that the fine arts
have to offer young students.
Their impact on the Chicago
audience will long be
remembered. We simply say
thanks for the important role
you played in getting us there."
Renfroe said the band has
been offered a spot at a similar
convention in Pittsburgh in
April of 1975. “We have also
been invited for the third
consecutive year to perform in
Glion, Switzerland, and should
the band be able to accept this .
invitation, the trip would in-
clude a tour of Switzerland,
Holland, = Germany, and
France,” Renfroe said. o
Renfroe was invited to
become a member of the board
of the National Band and Or-
chestra Association, which
organizes tours abroad for
young musicians, following the
band's performance in Chicago.
Renfroe’'s acceptance would
mean that he would conduct one
of the groups on a European
tour in two years. The offer was
extended by Dr. McCathern,
ppresident of the association.
The local band was
photographed during per-
formances by representatives
of American 0Oil Co.

The Texas City High School
band performance in Chicago
last week was acclaimed by
music educators as the “most
exquisite display of musician-
ship ever before presented by a
high school band at the 27-year-
old clinic-convention.”

The high school band played
to a standing room audience of
over 3,000 music educators from
all over the nation, including
Dr. George Wilson from the
Interlochen School of Music;
Dr. Harry Bergian, director of
the University of Illinois band;
Dr. William Revelli of the

University of Michigan; Dr.
Leonard Falcone of Michigan
State University; Col. Arnold
Gabriel, director of the U.S. Air
Force Band from Washington,
D.C.; Dr. Donald McCathern of
Duquesne University; James
Matthews from the University
of Houston; and Dr. Raymond
Dvorak, director emetries of
the University of Wisconsin
bands and now director of t
Mid-West National Band a
Orchestra Clinic.

Dr. Dvorak’s words of praise
for the Texas City band were

(See BAND, Page 15)
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TC Junior High Bands

Texas City's marching bands
have long been the envy of
many school districts, and the
beginning level of the program
is in junior high school bands
that begin their new seasons
tonight.

For the past several weeks
band students at Blocker and
Fry Junior High Schools have
been preparing for the opening
of football season, also the of-
ficial opening of the band
season.

Tonight Fry will host Nor-
thshore of Galena Park in Texas
City, and Blocker will be the
guests of Galena Park Junior

High,
Texas City's total band
program begins at the sixth

grade level where students are
taught the basic fundamentals
of playing musical instruments,
When the students enter junior
high, they spend the seventh
grade adjusting to new in-
struments, if necessary, and
developing more playing skills.
Marching is added at the

drill leaders.
]

eighth grade level, and fun-
damentals are learned that will
be used throughout junior high
and high school.

Robert Renfroe, director of
instrumental music for the
school district, js the creator of
the drill leader system of mar-
ching used by Texas City's
school bands. His method has
been the pattern used by many
bands throughout the nation,
and he is considering the
preparation of educational
films and booklets to explain the
system to other band directors.

Under the drill leader system
the bands march according to a
“follow the leader' pattern,
with drill leaders setting the
pace for the rest of the band.

Renfroe's concept-is in-
troduced to junior high students
in Texas City by Connally
Cunningham, band director at
Blocker, and Roland Brinkley,
band director at Fry.

Preparation begins in May
when female band students try
out for drill leader positions.

(X

They are selected according to
musicianship, dancing ability
and leadership qualities. Drum
magors zre usually selected
from tke group of girls who
have served one year as drill
leaders.

Most of the summer is busy
for drill leaders who are lear-
ning formations and dance
routines and making

preparations for full band_

MARCHING PRACTICE—The Fry Junior High Band h

stadium parking lot in preparation for its first performa ice Thursday night. The band will

march at the half-time of the Fry-Northshore football game ‘ln Texas
e e ¥

|\

s Fac At s R o1 o (LSS Ly N >
BLOCKER DRILL LEADERS—Leading the Blocker Junior High Band this year he
group of drill leaders shown above. In the front row are the band’s drum majorg and head

practice. About the first ot
August the band joins the drill
leaders in the practice sessions.

Brinkley said the main
problem band directors face in
teaching new bandsmen to
march is coordinating mar-
ching and playing. “They know
how to play, and they know how
to march, but they have to learn
to do them both together,” he
explains.

been practicing at the football

Cunningham added that
marching is introduced by first
teaching the students to count
off their steps. “Then we put
them behind the drill leaders,”
he said, and the follow the
leader marching begins without
instruments.

Gradually, drums are added
to the marching to provide a
marching beat. Then the
students start carrying 'their -

City.

The Daily Sun, Thursday, September 13, 1973, Page11|

)egin Season Toright

horns ‘““to get them accustomed
to marching without jostling
their instruments,” according
to Cunningham.

Four basic formations are

Gl_,-;_ &y
]

BLOCKER HEARSAL—CMIH’ Cunningham directs the Blocker

used for all band routines by

devising variations of the
formations. Inside-out, outside-
in, peel from the right, and peel
from the left “are to band
students what T or I formations
are to football players Renfroe

:

N

explains.

In junior high the studen
learn the fundamentals |
marching, and in high scho
Renfroe says, they can col
centrate more on sound qualil

Bd in playing |

rehearsals for the current band season. The students must memorize their music before

they are allowed to

march.

s B

ROLAND BRINKLEY—As band director at Fry Junior High,

B ey says the most difficult step for new marching students
is learning to march and play at the same time. Above, he

directs his students in the band hall.
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GET IN STEP! TC High

School band director
Robert Renfroe watches
over the Sting band
rehersals atop 30 foot
tower.

i

By CATHY GILLENTINE
Sun Staff Writer

‘“‘Band is my job—my hobby—
my whole life. I wake up in the
night thinking about band and
go to bed every night Jooking
forward to getting there the
next morning—and I'm asu ally
in that band hall before the rest
of Texas City gets up!"

Robert Renfroe speaks with
enthusiasm about his job. He is
celebrating his 25th year as
director of the Texas City band,
and to him the highlight of the
year will be a concert which is
coming up Jan. 6—a Silver
Anniversary Concert.

“The greatest bandmaster in
America today will be here," he
smiles. “And when I found out
he was coming for the Regional
Contests in La Marque, I called,
hoping he would remember me,
and asked him to come early
and lead a concert for us. He
told me mine was one of the two
bands in the state he would
consider directing—what a
compliment.”” The bandmaster
is Dr. William R. Revelli of

.Michigan State University at

Ann Arbor.

The concert will be under
the auspices of the Kiwanis Club
of Texas City. and many ex-
bandsmen, as well as local
business leaders, will be con-
tacted to promote the event.

Renfroe was presented with a
silver desk set by members of
his band two weeks ago at the
half-time of the Baytown game.
“I had decided not to do a
special number at the half, so I
was up in the press box an-
nouncing the band program and
several of the extra bandsmen
had to force me onto the field.
Ididn't know what on earth was
going on—but I was very proud
and pleased that they had
remembered me."

Renfroe came to Texas City
lacking 18 hours toward a
degree at Sam Houston State
University. It was during
WWII and I was 19 years old—
too young for the draft—and
almost too young to get the job.
I started as marching director
at the high school and director
of the entire junior high school
program. I also took some
courses in Galveston, and
finally completed my degree
that summer. The next year I
directed just junior high band,

and the following year, I took
over TCHS and have been here
ever since—I started at $2400
for ten months—my salary is
better now."

‘“I've been offered other
jobs—with Gladwater earlier in
my career and later with the
University of Houston and
Louisiana State University—but
I have a little 5% year old
daughter, Betty Gayle, and I've
decided that when she walks out
of this high school in twelve
years, I'll gather up all my
pictures and we'll walk out
together."

Renfroe and his wife, Betty
Sue, also have two sons, Rob
Jr., who plays the oboe in the
TCHS band and Mark, who is a
tuba player for Blocker Junior
High. His wife was an English
teacher here before their
marriage and is a “sympathetic
listener where band is con-
cerned."

Renfroe uses the drill leader
system to teach his routines. He
expects all his band students to
be well-versed in marching
procedures by the time they
reach the high school band and
so he places more and more
emphasis on the music—rather
than the marching. The drill
leaders work an extra two or
three hours a week learning
routines—but the band spends
two-thirds of their time in the
band hall practicing music and
very little time on marching
rofitines.

Band members with TCHS
have been to Cotton Bowl
games, to New Orleans this
year, and will go later in the
year to Buccaneer Days in
Corpus Christi. Cost of the trips
1s tigured on a per student basis
and each student can earn his
money through the sale of
several products, or can receive
it from parents or from his job.
“We find that this has worked
very well—and I can always get
help for some from available
funds."

The people of Texas City and
the school system have long
been behind the band program.
““They know that when I come to
them with an idea that I have
worked it out and will come up
with something we can all be
proud of," he states. ‘“We'll do
one of the Cowboy games next
fall—and I'm looking forward to

Band Is My Life, My Hobby

seeing that new stadium."
Renfroe is one of the few who
got a written contract with CBS
to show 8% ‘‘expensive'
uninterrupted minutes of his
half-time show on television.

There are at present 275
members of the high school
band, divided into three com-
plete bands for classes, plus a
small group of clarinets and
flutes who are being coached in
the early afternoon. There are,
in all, five music instructors,
and just recently they have
begun taking specially selected
private pupils in their
respective instrumental area.
Renfroe's specialties are low
brass and oboe.

He is proud of this year's band
pupils, many of whom plan to go
on with a music major in college
next year and of the many exes
who have gone on to become
band directors and band
musicians.

“That fine trumpeter,
Marvin Peters, went three
years to North Texas State
University and is now playing

with a name band in New York f

as lead trumpeter. Roland
Jordan, another graduate, just
completed his PH.D. in music at
the University of Washington in
Washington, D.C.

“I'm glad I came to Texas &

City—its funny, but I missed my
first opportunity to come here. I
was playing with the Sam
Houston State band and we
were scheduled for a concert
the day after the Texas City
Disaster—we moved that
concert to Pasadena, needless
to say."
Texas City is glad, too!

TC Girl Named
To Who's Who

Susan L. Larson, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Larson
of 2429 15th Ave. N., is among
the 34 students at Rice Univer-
sity who has been named to
““Who's Who Among Students In
American Universities and Col-
leges."

Her name and biographica’
data will appear in the 1972 list-
ings in the “Who's Who Among
Universities and Colleges'’
book.

She is a graduate of Texas
City High School.

25 YEARS — Robert Renfroe, Texas City High School Band
Director, tells of his experiences in twenty-five years as a
band director. He was honored recently by his band during
half time ceremonies.
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T'C Symphonic
Band Returns

TEXAS CITY — The sym-
phonic band from Texas City
High School has returned home
after playing to a standing room
audience of more than 3,000

music educators from all parts of

the nation in Chicago.

Under the direction of Robert
Renfroe, director of instrumental
music for the school district, the
band performed at the annual
Mid - West National Band and
Orchestra Clinic at the Conrad
Hilton Hotel in Chicago.

Texas City's band performed at
the clinic after competing with
other bands in the nation for an
invitation to the prestigeous
program, Renfro said. After
being selected by tape recordings
of the group, they were placed in
the highly honored position for
the Friday evening concert of the
five - day clinic, he added.

Following the band's presen-
tation of ‘‘Italia Rhapsody,"
Renfroe said the ovation from the
audience included shouts of
bravo. Dr. Raymond Dvorak,
director emetris of the University
of Wisconsin Band and now
director of the Mid - West Clinic,
acclaimed the " band as
‘“‘presenting the most exquisite
display of musicianship ever
before presented at the 27 - year -
old clinic - convention by a high
school band.”

Renfroe said that music ex-
perts from the band world who
congratulated the band's per-
formance included Dr. George
Wilson from the Interlochen
School of Music; Dr. Harry
Bergian, director of the
University of Illinois Band; Dr.
William Revelli, University of
Michigan; Dr. Leonard Falcone,
Michigan State University; Col.
Arnald D. Gabriel, conductor of
the U.S. Air Force Band from

Washington, D.C.; Dr. Donald
McCathern, Duquesne Univer-
sity; and Dr. James Matthews,
University of Houston.

The Texas City band was also
selected to participate in a

. Saturday morning interpretation

clinic under the baton of Col.
Gabriel. “The band in this clinic
is used as a sort of ‘guinea pig’
role” stated Renfroe, and the

‘group was highly praised by Col.

Gabrield and the Mid - West
audience.

*“The Mid - West appearance by
the band was truly the out-
standing accomplishment in the
long history of the Stingaree
Band,” Renfroe said, “‘and I want
to thank every citizen,
businessman and the Texas City
industries for making this trip
possible. The students did Texas
City proud in showing what the
fine arts have to offer young
students. Their impact on the
Chicago audience will long be
remembered."

The band has been offered an
invitation to a similar convention
in Pittsburg in April of 1975. It has
also been re - invited for the third
consecutive year to perform in
Glion, Switzerland, where tours
would be made through Swit-
zerland, Holland, Germany and
France if the invitation is ac-
cepted.

Renfroe has been asked to
become a member of the board of
the National Band and Orchestra
Association which organizes
tours abroad for young
musicians. Acceptance of the
position would mean that Renfroe
would conduct one of the groups
in a tour of Europe in two years.
The invitation was extended after
the band’'s Chicago performance
and was made by Dr. McCathern
of Duquense University,
president of the association.
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Mitzi Hayes

Karan Moore

Majorettes Named; Band To Take Trip

Stingaree band director
Robert Renfroe announced the
four girls who will lead the
Texas City High School band
during the '73-'74 school year.

All four girls are members of
the first period advanced band
and are members of the clarinet
sections, and all are serving
their seventh year in band
activities.

The girls are Mitzi Hayes,
Paula McCreery, Karan Moore,
and Jamie Scott.

Jamie is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James B. Scott, of 1239
24th Ave. N. She participates in

a number of school activities,
including the French Club,
Career Club, Literary Guild and
Thespians.

She has been selected by the
Business and Professional
Women to attend Bluebonnet
Girls' State.

Karan is first-chair clarinet in
the band, and is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Moore,
1717 14th Ave. N. She is a
member of the Literary Guild,
French Club, and Thespians.

Paula is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Paul McCreery and
lives at 2601 Ninth Ave. N.

Paula is a member of the Honor
Society and is in Career Club
activities.

Mitzi is at home with her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Dallas F.
Hayes 1213 Hunter Drive. Her
club memberships include
Career Club, Thespians, and
Literary Guild.

The girls will attend dancing
school in Austin during the last
week in July. Besides leading
the Sting Marching band
through their marching
routines, these girls also
prepare and teach the dance
routines to the dancing

Stingarettes that perform with
the Sting Marching band.
Renfroe also announced that
the Texas City school board
gave the band permission to

attend the Midwest National
Band Clinic in Chicago this

December.

Renfroe said this clinic is one
of the most prestigious
assemblies of music educators
from all over America.” It
draws between 7,000-8,000
music educators and ad-
ministrators from the entire
country,” he said.

(See BAND Page 16A)

Paula McCreery Jamie Scott
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GUEST CONDUCTOR—Col. Arnald D. Gabriel, conductor of the United States Alr Force
Band, moves the Texas City High School band through rehearsals this morning In
concert.

preparation for tonight's

Sting Concert Tonight
Conducted By Colonel

A United States Air Force
Colonel will be the principal
conductor tonight at 7:30 p.m.
as the Texas City High School
Band presents the second in its
series of distinguished con-
ductors series.

Col. Arnald D. Gabriel,
director of the United States Air
Force Band in Washington,
D.C., will direct the high schoal

band in a program including
Marche Hongroise by Berlioz,
Carmina Burana Suite by Carl
OFff the Batle Hymn of the
Republic and Stars and Stripes
Forever by John Phillip Sousa.

Two additional short concerts
will also be presented by the
Seventh Period Concert Band,
under the direction of Burley
Bowman and the Third Period

Band, under the dir
Bob Renfroe.
Col. Gabriel and the Alr

Henderson,
from Buenos Aires,
slautern, Germany and Geneva,
Switzerland

‘The concert will begin at i:30
p.m, at the Texas Ci
School Auditorium. Tickets will
be available at the door, $1 for
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Air Force Band Leader
Appears In TC Concert

Colonel Arnald Gabriel,
conductor of the United States
Air Force Band, will appear in
concert with the Texas City
High School Band Thursday at
7:30 p.m.

Two additional short concerts
performed by the other two
Texas City High School concert
bands will be presented, con-
ducted by Bob Renfroe and
Burley Bowman.

Colonel Gabriel's guest ap-
pearance with the bank marks

| the second such visit of a

. 3 cccmdesmbmm T noé

January, Dr. William D. Revell
appeared in concert with the
TCHS band.

Renfore, director of the
concert band, said, ‘‘Cononel
Gabriel is the foremost con-
ductor of the service bands and
it is a distinct honor for him to
accept our invitation to appear
with our band."

Tickets will go on sale by

band members and can be
purchased at the door. Ad-
mission will be $1 for adults and

EN mante far ctndante

—
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Stings win the halftime!

Although the Bryan Vikings had the best of it in the
55-17 football game, TC fans found some con-
solation in the fine halftime performance of the
Texas City High Band, as Drum Major Julie Busby
and stingarette Jan Willis, above, keyed the
marching band maneuvers. s
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Leading Pep Rally

Before football games, Robert Renfroe
leads the pep rally band in spirited musical
selections. In all, there are 210 students in
band now; when the ninth grade moves to
the high school next year, there may be
close to 300. It will be Renfroe's 30th year
with the Texas City band program.

The Daily Sun, Wednesday, November 5, 1975, Page 7A

Profile: Never put down the horn

By PATRICE McCULLEN
Sun Staff Writer

“Musicians are funny people—once they play, they don't ever
put the horn down."

That's the way Robert Renfroe, Texas City High School Band
Director, describes his long music career.

When he was 12, and a student in Groesbeck (near Waco), he
first learned to play the bass horn; at Sam Houston State
Teachers College in Huntsville he learned all the brass and
woodwind instruments.

Now, almost four decades after he first picked up an in-
strument, he says simply: “I love it.”

“All these years I have never had one day when I couldn't wait
to get up here to the band hall. It's just that way. When I was a
young kid, before I was able to get into the band at Groesbeck, I
had to go to the window to watch when I heard the band. Even
then I wanted to be a band director.”

The only job Renfroe has ever held is the one in Texas City. He
accepted a job here when he was 19 and had just finished school
at Huntsville. He has now chalked up 29 years.

““When I came here marching was ‘the thing' but we have
changed the emphasis.

““A man is really marked as a musician by his concert record.
Marching is something we do to keep our jobs. If you love it, and
Ido, then it's easy. But more men in my profession get out of it
because of the marching than anything else.

“They like concert music. And you can't hold a jobin a publie
school, or at least the head band directing job, unless you do the
marching band. It's just that way."”

During each of Renfroe's 29 years here, the Texas City High
School Concert Band has earned a first division (the highest)
rating in University Interscholastic League competition.
Though occasionally he takes the marching band to competition,
it is the concert band which year after year brings home the
honors. The repetoire includes everything from classical to
contemporary since so much of the music has been transcribed
for concert bands.

“I prefer the classical music, and nearly everyting classical
for the symphonic orchestra has been transcribed for the con-
cert band. Concert bands have really come into their own within
thelast 10 years and there is a world of fine music composed for
them. Now we don't have to lean as much on the orchestra
repetoire as we used to.

“Martin Gould and Giannini have written symphonies for
bands and the band repetoire is really unique now. Within the
past 10 years it has come into its own as serious, fine music.”

Texas City has been a band town all these years because there
is not a string section in the music department. Renfroe has
dreams though of an orchestra in Texas City.

“Texas City has been kind of a band town and I personally
want to change that image. We don't have strings in our school
system.

““We are anxious to start strings and are hopeful that in a year
or so we will initiate a string program, possibly in the fifth or
sixth grade. That will require a couple of string teachers, but
when we get started, we are really going to push and develop the
program."’

Audiences at band concerts are as likely to hear classical or
patriotic music as they are to hear Simon and Garfunkel.
Variety is the rule with the band, and Renfroe is one who finds
something good in each style of music.

“I would relate, say, to Benny Goodman and the popular
music of the Forties. It still seems to me the best written. My
sons wouldn't feel that way. They feel that rock music of today is
fine.

“I have some tapes of the Moody Blues and I think it is as fine
as anything we heard in the Forties. But what makes it fine is
that those fellows sing in tune, and those people who accompany
them are artist-musicians. It's just gorgeous.

“l am one who never criticizes or takes issue with what a
person likes. What I consider in any music, whether it be or-
chestral, symphonic, or rock, is that it be played with taste and

style."
Link to Picture
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TEXAS CITY—Robert Renfroe, director
of the Texas City High School bards, is still
lreaking records. He is ending his 31st
vear as band director with first division
honors in every contest all three TCHS
bands have entered this year.

The three concert bands from TCHS
returned from state University In-
terscholastic League contest this past
weekend with all first division ratings.
Texas City High was the only 4-A school to
have three bands place in first division.

The contest marked the 31st consecutive

Link to
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TC bands break record

vear the symphony band (composed of
oder, more advanced students) placed
first division in concert sightreading, thus
establishing the longest first division
concert sightreading record in the state.

The three bands recently accomplished
the same feat in the Sea Arama Contest
held in Galveston; that was followed by a
contest held in Corpus Christi where the
two advanced bands (the symphony and
concert bands) were entered in the Buc-
caneer Festival Contest.

“Only Texas City and Richardson had

both bands to earn first division in that
event which is considered the toughest
onniest in the country,” Renfroe said.

He reports the three bands include 267
fudents — 96 in the symphony band, 86 in
the concert band and 85 in the training
band,which consists of mostly ninth grade
students.

Renfroe directs the symphony and
training bands; directing the concert band
i5s Dr. John Petersen and assisting the
two are James Brannon and Chester

(See BANDS, Page 2A)
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Texas City BPW Sponsor

Special Bicentennial Event

TEXAS CITY—A
highlight of National
Business Women's Week,
being observed throughout
the nation Sunday through
Oct. 25, will be the Texas
City Evening Business &
Professional Women'’s
program at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday in the activities
building of First Baptist
Church, 1400 Ninth Ave.
North, Texas City.

The program will feature
bicentennial music by the
Texas City High School
Symphonic Band under the
direction of Robert Ren-
froe, a dramatic reading of
the ‘“‘Preamble to the
Constitution”” by Donna
Johnson, and musical
selections by Ron Dixon,
minister of music at First
Baptist Church.

Kandy Reeder, local club
member and first vice-
president of the Texas
Federation of BPW Clubs,
will talk on “Our BPW
Heritage’. Local industries

and businesses have been
invited to send represen-
tatives to the meeting,
where they will receive
special recognition.
Another item of interest
will be the announcement of
the club’s annual ‘““Woman
of the Year’’ award.

Dr. J. Dalton Havard will
be the speaker, and his
subject will be **Freedom.”
Dr. Havard recently
returned from Russia.

Sydney Goodbar and
Dorothy Curbello are co-
chairmen for the com-
mittee arranging the
program, and they are
being assisted by com-
mittee members Elnora
Clements, Patsy Fife, Lois
Hernandez, Adrietta King
and Ruth Wellman. There
will be a $1 donation per
person, and reservations
may be made by calling
Mrs. Goodbar at 945-7641 or
Mrs. Hernandez at 948-4624.
The public is invited to
attend. Light refreshments

will be served.

“This bicentennial and
International Women'’s
Year gives added
significance to National
Business Women's Week,
which is a week set aside to
honor the working woman
and her contributions to the
business world,”’ according
to Maxine Loafman,
publicity chairman.

The American Revolution
Bicentennial Commission
of Texas has approved the
bicentennial program of the
Texas Federation of BPW
Clubs, and International
Women’s Year has been
proclaimed by the United
Nations as a call to action to
promote equality between
men and women, to in-
tegrate women into the
total social and economic
development effort of
nations, and to recognize
women’s increasing con-
tributions to strengthening
world peace.
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viewpoint
OPINION

Dear Editor: -

This is intended as a refutation of the letter
printed in the March 7th edition of the Daily Sun.

Initially, on reading the letter, it becomes
obvious that Mrs. Cook does not know what is going
on at the high school. As far as commitments, we
have many, and they are the following: (1) April 10-
11, The Astroworld Concert Band Contest, (2)
April 23-24, University Interscholastic League

- Concert Contest, and (3) April 25-27, Buccaneer
“ Music Festival. The entire month of April we will
be busy with serious.concert preparation. Would
Mrs. Cook like to hear Variations and Fugue or
Vorspielund Libestod from Tristan und Isolde on
the march? Concerning Mr. Renfroe’s ‘big-
headedness,’ again Mrs. Cook is never around Mr.
Renfroe and therefore has no right whatsoever to
pass judgements. Mr. Renfroe has done more for
L‘ |< -I- - 'the Texas Music Educators’ Association and for the
In O Texas Bandmasters’' Association than any other
3 band director. He has established the Honor Band
P | C'I'U re system, has brought numerous innovations to band
directing, has set a standard of excellence in Texas
for nearly 30 years, and has put Texas City ‘“‘on the
_map,” so to speak; despite this, he is not “big-
T',,hended" in the least. By such an accusation, Mrs.
Cook has angered not only we bandsmen, but
-oprobably all of Texas City as well.

Mrs. Cook states that Mr. Renfroe only wants
' 'to parade the band on TV or in front of university
directors. Again, she is totally incorrect. Over the
,-years, Mr. Renfroe has received numerous offers
from various universities. If he cared only about
2sshimself, he would have left long ago. His concern
I~ has ever been for the band; and if he wants to have
the band play for university band directors, then it

is strictly for the band’s sake.

Finally, Mrs. Cook states that Mr. Renfroe
marches ‘“Not even at the local Band Festivals if he
can get out of it.”’ The ignorance of this statement is

i self-evident. For Mrs. Cook’s information, Mr.
| ‘Renfroe held the U.I.L. Marching Contest here in
Texas City this year, where Mrs. Cook could have
iseen not only our band, but twelve others as well!
“This was open to the public; were you there, Mrs.
iCook?
o= Although Mrs. Cook is certainly entitled to her
®pinion, and although we mean no disrespect, she
48 completely wrong about Mr. Renfroe, and we feel
#he true side of the story must be presented. These
5_re the facts—if Mrs. Cook is interested in them.
Y Sincerely,
. TCHS BANDSMEN
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Band concert marks anniversary

TEXAS CITY—Three Texas City High
School bands will perform in concert
Sunday at 2:30 p.m., the occasion marking
the 30th anniversary of their director,
Robert Renfroe.

There will be no admission charge, and
the public is cordially invited to attend.

Renfroe, director of instrumental music
for the Texas City Independent School
District, came to Texas City in the sum-
mer of 1947. This will complete his 30th
year with the Texas City school bands.

The Texas City band is the only band in

Robert Renfroe

Texas that has a record of 30 consecutive
First Division ratings in concert and sight
reading in the Texas Interscholastic
League.

The band also had the Outstanding Band
Award from Buccaneer Days contest in
Corpus Christi, the Tri-State contest in
Oklahoma, and the Six Flags Over Texas
contest in Dallas. The band has appeared
twice in Chicago for the prestigious Mid-
West Band and Orchestra Convention,
where it was acclaimed by Dr. Raymond
Dvorak, director as ‘‘the most musical
group"” to appear there in its 27-year
history.

The band also represented the State of
Texas last May in a concert in the JFK

Center for the Performing Arts in

Washington, D.C.

The Sunday afternoon concert, which
will run just over an hour, will feature Carl
Meyers, a native of Texas City and a 1842
graduate of TCHS, who will conduct the
band in a work he has transcribed for band
and is usually played by service and
professional bands.

Meyers served as a U.S. Navy musician
during World War II and began his
teaching career in the Texas City schools
in 1946 before returning to college, where
he obtained degrees from the University of
Minnesota, University of Houston, and
North Texas University.

Meyers has taught band apd orchesira
for 22 years, during whith time he has
produced many .ausical compositions,
arrangemepts@nd transcriptions that are

played throughout the United States.
Meyers will conduct ““The Donna Dianna
Overture' and will also conduct for guest

soloist, Clay Meyers, in the ‘“‘Carnival of
Venice." Clay is a senior and nephew of
the conductor, also the son of Mr. and Mrs.

Regis Meyers of Texas City.
The free public concert will be held in
the Texas City High School Auditorium.
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TC band
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state in

salute

TEXAS CITY—The Texas City High
School Band will perform at the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts in Washington, D.C. this spring.

The band was selected by the
National Federation of Music Clubs to
represent the state of Texas during the
Bicentennial “Texas Day at JFK" May
26.

An informal gathering Tuesday of
about 200 parents of band members
gave unanimous approval to a proposal
by band director Robert Renfroe that
the band make a three-day trip to ap-
pear at the function.

Such an excursion earlier received
the endorsement of Texas City School
Supt. Paul W. Manning.

In a letter to Manning, Kenneth N.
Cuthbert, faculty member at North
Texas State University's School of
Music in Denton and state coordinator
for NFMC, wrote “the Texas City band
is especially well-qualified to represent
our state."

Cuthbert also cited the band's “state-
wide as well as national reputation’ as
a factor in his selection.

After granting approval for the trip,
Manning wrote Renfroe *‘This is indeed
an honor...my sincerest wishes for an
outstanding concert and a most
pleasant, entertaining and educational
trip."

‘“This is a great honor,” Renfroe told
the parents Tuesday. “'It's something
for us to be very proud of."

Refroe told parents the cost of sen-
ding the 115-member band to the concert
is estimated at about $13,890, or $123
per student.

After much discussion, the grodp
voted to raise about 75 per cent of the
cost by sponsoring a special band
concert, leaving the students to collect
about $35 each.

The parents also selected a comittee
to approach local business concerns for
donations.

The students will travel on a char-
tered airliner, be housed in pairs, and
tour the capitol in guided excursions.

WEDNESDAY, February 18, 1976 TR0 ax 1108, 7130 acond ¢

OO T
TEXAS CITY BAND
To make music in Washington
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(Continued from Page 1)

The arl patrons at the JFK
Cenler - whom we met at a
privale reception which
followed the concert - could
hardly believe that this was
“just™ a high school band! The
president of the Exxon Corp.,
for one (nost for the reception),
and a former administrative
assistanl o LBJ, for another,
were among Lhose wno were
among Lhose who were pumping
Mayor Emmett Lowry's hand
and giving voice Lo their praise.

Even more impressive (o us)
than thal, however, were the
faces of the people in the
audience during the per-
formance! [t was not just
“rexas Day" - it was truly
‘“rexas Cily Day at JFK!"

THE TRIP was a tremendous
undertaking from the start. It
was Lhe first time a local band
had Lo travel by plane, andeven
more, it was a first flight for

most of the band students.
Renfroe confided that he was
almost sure some of them would
beg off, or that some parents
would not be conducive to the
idea of a plane trip, but to his
uller amazement, all those who
were scheduled. to go turned
oul.

The expedition was a 173
member party - 115 band
students and 58 adult
chaperones, band parents, band
program staff members, and
school executives, plus the
mayor and this representative
of the Daily Sun.

We left T'exas City in a convoy
of school buses with police
escorl Lo Lhe city limits - a jaunt
which we almost missed -~ but
we we really prefer not to
mention that!

Confusion at the airport was
minimal, because our luggage
and the band instruments had
preceded us. Tne flight in an
American Airlines 707 *‘Luxury
Jel" was smooth sailing and
fairly routine, except for the
thrill of excitement wnich ran

1

(Continued from 9C)

through the crowd.

The young people were rather
keyed up, a little awed by the
rush of ground speed on the
runway al lakeoff, but the
moment Lhey felt themselves
airborne, their delight was
expressed in a spontaneous
burst of applause.

Four large tour buses tran-
sported us from Dulles Airport
lo the Hotel Harrington in
downtown Washington - a trip
which was not nearly as long as
Lhe ride from our point of origin
Lo Houslon Intercontinental.

School Superintendent Paul
Manning pointed out the fact
that our route followed the
course of the Potomac River,
and we recalled the legend that
George Washington once threw
a silver dollar across that same
stream, marveling at such a
feal because of its width,

Two days later, while our
parly was visiting the Lincoln
Memorial, Manning came back
with a rejoinder on that theme.
“l found o.t now Washington
managed o throw that silver

°

dollar across the Potomac,” he
said. “IU's because a dollar
went further in those days!"

AT THE hotel, everything -
room assignments, baggage
pickup, and time appointment
for our first tour — was per-
sonally supervised by Renfroe.

The hotel itself was somewhat
disappointing '0 some, not being
on a par with some of the more
modern tourist ac-
commodations, and it was a
prelly light squeeze with three
and four students assigned to
some of Lthe small rooms - but it
was adequale for our since our
schedule left us with barely
enough lime to sleep, and it was
most conveniently or
stralegically located in the
heart of downtown Washington,
only a block from the Ford
Thealre, where president
Lincoln was slain, and within
easy walking distance to many
greal government buildings.
The tcafeteria) food was good
\we ale Lhere once) - but most
of the youngsters chose to eat

~were most impressed by the

_ buildings which nouse different: .
‘branches of government, And ‘M Pparticular band - and

Talk

vou're in such bad shape!), but
we were determined to make it
L0-The bitter end, if need be, so
as“nol lo disgrace our young
companions!

wle

_We witnessed the impressive
changing of the guard at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier,
an event so formal one youth
was prompted to remark, after
the strenuous climb on a warm
day, “Wow! Are they allowed
Lo sweal?"

“And of course we visited the
gravesites of the Kennedys -
Robert, John, and his two
children who died in infancy.
‘I'he trip downhill was then not
so bad, but we were all ready

for our journey to the airport
and the trip home. Amazingly,
we lost not one single member
of the party, although there was
a small flurry of confusion in a
brief serach for one girl who
changed buses.

WE GOT to Dulles in time to
witness the takeoff of the new
French airliner, the Concord, a
filling climax to' the trip — but
learned, immediately
thereafter, that our plane, wh-
cih was scheduled to leave at
two, had been delayed to 4:30
p.m.
The airport delay was the
only hitch in the whole scheme
of things, however, and as tired
as we were, everybody seemed
Lo cope with it very well.

We can't end this account of

the trip without a word about
our young companions - the
band kids - themselves. They
were so delightful, full of the
exhuberance of youth, to be
sure, but they were certainly a
credil to themselves, their
parents, their organization, and
the school and community as a
whole. Texas City was very
well represented in Washington,
and it would be to our ad-
vantage o send such goodwill
ambassadors anywhere!

Just before we landed in
Houston, Renfroe summed it all
up in a few brief words to the
students. It was an emotionally
charged moment, because
many of them had not come to
the realization that it was their
last time together as a group.

““Kids, this is the last time I
will see you all together at one
time,” he said, *‘but I'll never
forget you and what you did!"
Mayor Lowry said he had in- |
lended lo say a few words, a
commendation perhaps, before
we landed, ‘‘but after that, it
would have been anti-
climactic!"

One thing is for sure, even
those of us who have not been so
closely associated with the band
in recent years (our band
student graduated in 1973) will
never forget the trip, the band's

elsewhere .~ and. the choices :t;ol:dnl Lthe Jacqueline Kennedy

Wwere many-in that particular Garden.

:::%_m 3 - The Smithsonian Institute
OUR FIRST sight-seeing tﬂl; was Lhe next stop on the agenda,

f:co:inr:nned several hours on | :’::‘:}:&’;’or}:e‘”; spen: L::?u“t’;:
e first night in town. Each b

lime we ventured forth, those :luden:.. bec:use it wuly P,“

big, comfortable tour buses .l.:::_n: w":g u:r u::,:r{:n:uh

pulled up and whiskedus away! .

Our four-group party stopped ‘through all of the five buildings

first al the National Museum of in Lhe complex, so some of us

Arl which houses art treasures gellled ‘on' a, look " at the
from ‘all over the world, We ~ \Paugural —gowns —of the
Presi 's wives and the

d : ) 1
oo by 3 Py fabulous Hope Diamond.
A quick stop at the Ford
collections of ‘Rembrandt and
Goya, 0 nemorat® A% neater, and the (restored)

On the ‘same touf, we also house across the street where

Byt o Lincoln died, wound up the tri
visited the Library.of Congress, . * : up P
the National Arcr:ives, an‘; the’ in lime for a dash back to the
Kennedy Center, where we saw hol.el and a brief respite in
4 panoramic view of the capitol which_ to _gel ready for._the
from - the rooftop Terrace Kennedy Center concert.
Garden. We also passed close” ' Meconcertand Washington's
at hand 1o the lighted Lincoln, outstanding acclaim for the
Washinglon, and - Jefferson Dand we have told about,
Memorials; S5 he lighted already, so we will not
Capitol dome, the White House, elaborate more on that score
the new Air and Space Museum, now. Bul the performance was

the Botannical Gardens, and climaxed by a banquet at the
hotel - une last get-logether for

es, indeed, we did .see presentalion ‘of awards from
)\lValergal'e, i ! . Band President Gary Speck in
The nighttime tour was: so special recognition of the
extensive, in fact, that some of contribution maderb);“_s»ludenuﬁ
the kids-were-about: ready !S;fJgrty Decker and Billy Willis to
hollar “calf rope.” Most had the general success of the band

been up since 5 a.m. and the PrU8ram.
e eided “about 11 p.m. Allbesame ime, some of the
©7" adults visited a famous

Washington lime. :
ON THE second day out, we
were aboul ready to trade for a
new pair of feet, but finally
setlled with. buying -a pair of
cushion-soled-shoes! "This time
our tour guides took us to the,
. i 9 a.m. departure time on our
Capitol grounds;ywhere we Hinall tour! Al our buses

climbed the massive stone steps -
2l ‘dafored e Capliod congregated. at the Capitol,

Retunda, where President where the party disembarked
Kennedy, ~  after his for a group picture on the lawn.
ination, lay in state. From there, our bus made a

Washington seafood house for a
laste of Lobster Imperial and
other exolic seafood delicacies.

THURSDAY MORNING, it
was up and at 'em again, rooms
vacated and luggage out, with a

brilliant in Washingt
and the brief but close en-
counter with so many fine
young people. It was a won-
derful experience!

The ! statuary.s M’ marbls brief stop on a busy street
floors and ‘stairéases; the wall corner for a raid on a famous
coveriggs Weverytilngliwus chocolate chip cookie shop and
simply breath-taking, We even “° trotted around the block to
had a sitdown visit in the FePlenish our dwindling film

allery -aL the Ho of Supply.
gen Y e e mb::.e Our last look at Washington

Fi-otgsmentherewemadeavisitm' was noslalgic...It is crowded
the. Wiiile: Housé, “where. we with visilors and peak tourist
were allowed to walk through’ seasun yel. But despite the

the Stale Ballroom, the State S.T¢e! hawkers, fruit stands,
Dining Room, and several flower peddlers and the rushing

olhers = a total of 11, an at- affic i's clean, very clean,
tendant said, plus a firsthand and quite beautiful. Fur-
(See TALK, Page 11B)
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thermure, the traffic MOX::: famous Georgetown with its -
T W N9 S congesh ' peautiful vld structures, and on..
anywhere, such as we have , = "y, of the Lincoln
_— Memorial and  Arlington

ook us back -
Gur Sl toer National Cemetery. y -
through the main part of the e wp asd downhill 7 nbir g:
city, along Ambassador's ny al Arlington almost dia i son e-
for ai lookl :lo:h:l'l f"e"e“l'i“ ::: of us (boy,il's a shock to realize
bassies, Llbr

e
pr—

TEXAS CITY
‘-.41" TALK
| By

DOROTHY JOHANNESSEN

LOOKING BACK on the past week and
the three fabulous days spent with the
Texas City High School Band in
Washington, it is hard to believe we
covered so much ground, saw and did so
much, but the trip on the whole was a
masterpiece of precision timing with
every detail worked out and executed by a
master planner!

Robert Renfroe is not only a fine,
dedicated band director, he is a master at
organization. No wonder he comes up year
after year with a succession of great
bands!

On our part, words simply cannot
describe the feeling of appreciation and
warmth gained from the close association
with all these fine young musicians. Their
stunning performance in Washington put
Texas City on the map, to be sure, but
aside from that, they are simply the
grealest!

SO MANY people here have asked,
following last Thursday's review of the
concert in Washington, were they really
THAT good? Well, we are here to reaffirm
the fact that they were not just “good” -
they.were absolutely brilliant! It was a
stunning performance.

(See TALK, Page 11B)
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(Continued from Page 1)

Some students who think of Robert Renfroe explainsd to the _'
the school principal, the crowd (which came in droves

superintendent, and the mayor and sat on the carpeted floor
as being on such a high level of and stairwell) that Meade's
authority as to be virtually mother was also a first trom-
“inaccessible” to the rank and bonist with the band ~ 29 years
file, were thrilled and honored ago.

to be talking to them on a
‘'person-to-person’’ basis.
Mayor Emmett Lowry, on a
stroll through the plane,
stopped to speak to several
| persons, A young girl, one of our

“seating pampanions, murmured-

“as he walked away, “Gosh,
imagine ME talking with the
mayor!"

Here's one incident you might
find amusing:

On the out-going flight, some
of the students up front got a
brief look into the cockpit -~ a
privilege which was denied us
on the return trip.

In the tail section, where we
had no knowledge of what was

We, and others in the crowd,
had previously spotted the little
round Scotsman (you could
identify him as a Scot by his
plaid bow tie and ket han-
dkerchief) who stood in respect
for Meade's solo rendition.

Later, he was introduced by
Dr. Kenneth Cuthbert, chair-
man of the Texas National
Federation of Music Clubs,

E.M. Pearson, the arranger of |
the selection played by Meade |

and the band.

Pearson acknowledged the
introduction with a Scottish
phrase, which he translated as a
‘warm, personal greeting to the
band, meaning in short, “Long

going on up front, there was a may your chimney smoke with
lineup outside the lavatories. happiness and joy!"
About that time, the chief Later, he commented to this
stewardess came on the public reporter that he was happy to
address system with an ad- see and hear such strong
monition for all passengers to evidence of culture and ap-
take their seats preparatory to preciation for music from our
landing. city. “Hopefully it will spread to
“If you didn’t get in this time, other parts of the state, as
perhaps you can make it on the well,”" he added.
return trip,” she added.
This remark was received
with astonishment andsome
hilarity by passengers in the Incidentally, while we are on
rear of the plane, since it was the subject of the Washington
interpreted as being applicable triP. thanks to those who were
tothose who were waiting toget 0terested in our narration
into the washroom. that they took the trouble to
“Gee, 1 hope I can hold it that 'lind" the correct jump page
long,"” one student was heard to 2nd the natural sequence of the
remark, story in last Sunday's column ~
There were some other funny 2150 to those who took the time
incidents, too, such as the &nd trouble to call and tell us
conversation between two girls, Now much they enjoyed it!
one of who apparently had On the other hand, our
parent-chaperones on hand. apologies to everyone for an
“You're really lucky,” she incorrect!‘jump' lineof page1,
told her friend. “‘Your parents and the fact that the length of
didn’t come on the trip!" the column necessitated its
“'Oh, that doesn't make any iump from Section A to C and
* her companion back to B, which was in itself
replied. “Mrs. Johannessen is COnfusing, not to mention the
here, and she'll tell my mother Pos and a few dropped lines.
everything we do!" _Tha evidence at hand in-
(Actually, we were not along dicates that many of you did
asa chaperone — and there was ead it in its entirety, however,
not much out of the ordinary to and we very much appreciate
report, anyway!) your interest. g
We had a very interesting To our critics, those who
chat with High School Principal C0mPplained that there was not
Joe Lucas and his wife, who Sufficient coverage of the band
were our dinner companions on TiP to Washington, we'd like to
the first night in Washington, point out that we ran a number
about the added dimension the O°f Articles on the event, right
1ew Career Education program from its earliest inception,
vill bring to high school next concluding with the lead item in
ear; and with Superintendent TeXa8 City Talk on Sunday,
aul Manning on the dictates of :Ilv 23 u;vn days before actual
deral government with its departure),
11minn§re affect on the total _ Immediately after the

thool program.

This conversation took place
ver coffee in the Terrace
iarden at the John F. Kennedy
“enter for the Performing Arts
vhile we were awaiting the
jand’s second performance in

Washington performances, we
telephoned in a story on the
band's success, which ran on
the banner in the Sun the next
day (Thursday).

This was followed by a
double-page photo spread on

Sunday and a complete
he concert hall. " 5
Speaking of the concert, there "“""“"f in this ":::'m“m“
as one personal highlight that Which was as soon after
> neglected to mention last return as production processes
ek. In the ovation which Would permit.
lowed Meade Rinker's Ywhat more could we have
nbone solo, *'The Blue Bells Said on Tuesday (the day of
Scotland,” Band Director Geparture) other than that we
were gone? You can hardly

TEXAS CITY
TALK"

By
DOROTHY JOMANNESSEN

....WE ARE still basking in the glow of
the trip to Washington (with the Texas City
High School Band) ~ remembering little
incidents and the serious discussions we
had with various members of the party.

Several of the band students we have
seen in the interim have indicated they are
still not fully recovered from the rush and
excitement of the fast-paced jour~ey, and
frankly, neither have we,

It was a pleasurable experience to be
long-remembered by us all.

The kids found it awsome, flying at an
altitude of 37,000 feet, and being able to
reach their destination in about two and a
half hours.

Most of them never flew before, and
prior to that - at the plane's first
movement ~ it was, “what’s that?!"" Then,
as we backed up from the terminal, we
heard the comment, “Wow, look at that -
we're flying backward!

(See TALK Page 9C)
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TONS OF luggage and equipment were loaded
into a truck early Wednesday morning to ac-
company the 115-member Texas City Symphonic
Band on its trip to Washington, D.C., for a special
bicentennial concert. According to Texas City
Band Director Robert Renfroe, the band will
perform in concert today at the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts as part of ‘“Texas
Day at JFK". The Texas City band will be

representing the state of Texas at the event. In
addition to the band itself, the group, who was
bused to Houston for departure on a chartered fl-
ight to Washington, also consisted of 58 parents
and chaperons and special guest of honor Texas
City Mayor Emmett F. Lowry. The band will
return to Texas City late Thursday. (Staff Photo
By Susan Burns)
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TEXAS CITY—The Texas City High
School Band will perform at the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts in Washington, D.C. this spring.

The band was selected by the
National Federation of Music Clubs to
represent the state of Texas during the
Bicentennial ‘Texas Day at JFK'' May
26,

An informal gathering Tuesday of
about 200 parents of band members
gave unanimous approval to a proposal
by band director Robert Renfroe that
the band make a three-day trip to ap-
pear at the function.

Such an excursion earlier received
the endorsement of Texas City School
Supt. Paul W. Manning.

In a letter to Manning, Kenneth N.
Cuthbert, faculty member at North
Texas State University's School of
Music in Denton and state coordinator
for NFMC, wrote ‘‘the Texas City band
is especially well-qualified to represent
our state."

Cuthbert also cited the band’s ‘'state-
wide as well as national reputation' as
a factor in his selection.

After granting approval for the trip,
Manning wrote Renfroe ‘This is indeed
an honor...my sincerest wishes for an
outstanding concert and a most
pleasant, entertaining and educational
trip."

“This is a great honor," Renfroe told
the parents Tuesday. “It's something
for us to be very proud of."

Refroe told parents the cost of sen-
ding the 115-member band to the concert
is estimated at about $13,890, or $123
per student,

After much discussion, the group
voted to raise about 75 per cent of the
cost by sponsoring a special band
concert, leaving the students to collect
about $35 each.

The parents also selected a comittee
to approach local business concerns for
donations.

The students will travel on a char-
tered airliner, be housed in pairs, and
tour the capitol in guided excursions.

WEDNESDAY, February 18, 1976 T35 b T04n 17308 decond <1

TEXAS CITY BAND
To make music in Washington
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By DOROTHY JOHANNESSEN
Daily Sun Reporter

WASHINGTON - Music educators,
atrons and critics alike thrilled to the
ound of a great Texas City High School
Band here last night.

‘I'he Stingaree Band, in concert at the
ohn F. Kennedy Center for the Per-

Link to
Picture

Stingaree Band wows Washington

forming Arts, never played better. The
brilliant performance drew a standing
ovation from throngs of visitors who
crowded the foyer and concert hall in
the new $6 million center.

Patrons of the center were lavish
with praise for the band's great
musicianship, and music educators
called the Texas City High School Band

one of the three top bands in the state of
Texas.

The band's performance on Texas
Day here held an audience in the foyer
spellbound. Many stood or sat on the
floor in the great hall, compared in size
to the approximate length of nearly
three football fields.

PHOTO BY EVA MIDDLEBROOKS

The Texas City Stingaree band

Band director Robert Renfroe and
band members themselves were openly
moved by the great surge of audience

appreciation.

The band's outstanding program was
unlike any it has ever played before
because of the fine acoustics in the
JFK Center.

f

-

Dr. Ken Cuthbert, a former music
educator in Texas universities, was
guest conductor for the medley entitled
“Cavalcade of America" featuring
excerpts from “Look Up, America,"
“On the Trail,”” “How the West was

(See BAND Page 16)
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Sunday, May 9th. at 2 P.M.
HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

Tickets available at door or call 945-4737
For early Reservations *5” Per Person

This is a Concert of the Music

~ that will be played by the band

on “Texas Day” in Washington D.C.,
May 26th.

“"COME AND ENJOY”
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‘“‘Serving Texas City And All Of Galveston County”’

Three musicians to represent TC in state meet

ment. Gary plans to enter Baylor

TEXAS CITY—Representing the
Texas City High School Band in the All-
State Music meetings this year in San
Antonio are Beth Jacobson,Gary Speck,
and Joe Wilbanks.

Beth is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John W. Jacobson of 1917 17th Ave. Beth
has been a member of All-Region and
All Area bands since her junior high
school years. She is a Junior and is
active at the high school in National
Honor Society, Thespians, Morning

, Daily §

Wedn

Watch, French Club and Literary
Guild.

Gary is senior and he resides at 1203
Sunset Lane with his parents Mr. and
Mrs. George A. Speck. Gary is
president of the TCHS Band, president
of the National Honor Society and
secretary of the Texas City High School
Key Club. Gary was in the Texas All-
State Band last year, has received the
Jaycee “straight A' award. He was also
Mayor of the Youth Day in Govern-

.rim 18, 1976

University in the Fall and will major in
Music.

Joe who lives with his parents Mr.
and Mrs. M. K. Wilbanks at 1906 Fourth
Ave., is in both band and choir at the
High School. Joe made the all-state
band last year and has been selected to
be the tuba player for the All-State
Symphony Orchestra this year. Joe
plans a career in music and will attend
the Curtis Institute or the University of

Houston.



http://pricecubed.com/TCHSBand/TCHSScannedPicturesOriginal/1970s/IMG_0046.jpg

Link to
Picture

Page WA, The Dully Sun, Sunduy, May 30, 1070

i

EMEFEENCY 001

“Serving Texas City And All Of Galveston County"™

The Texas City Stingaree

They came. ..

Moving down the airport escalator

L - Trudging the Wolkways at Arlington

A fribut from a music arranger, E- M- Pearsan, (center)
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“$erviag Toxas Clty Amd Al Of Galveston County” ‘The Daily Sun, Sunday May 30, 1976, Page 154

Band invades Washington

They saw ... They conquered.

- 2
Inside the rooms - close quarters!

Mounting the Capitol steps
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NEW ORLEANS—“We time and hands went up ong day— waiting and waiting
wanted  the  best all over the plane. 1 fi the bus on a driveway of

L] A @ I ]
-' representatives of They told us you can arettes who went on the airport in N
precision marching, with  put the Astrodome inside e first plane. But they Orleans,
the big band sound, so we  the Superdome, but to up well, curling their hij u s
d

called Texas City,” said most of us, it dida't look hair and practieing their
Barra  Birrcher, that big, Pretty, though! high kicks right up to
lertainment Direclor for And the instant replay performance time. I
the New Orleans screens hung from the One parting word— reason for the dealy and
Superdome. gondola in the center of are the politest, that I must be patient
Superdome fans who the dome are a mar-  mostpatientkids ] You can learn u lesson
turned out fo see the Velous addition. ha seea. As we sat from that group!
Salats lose their first
game were compensated
for the trip by a
stupendeous  pre-game
and hall-time  show
featuring the Stingaree
Band and the D
Stin a
of the crow
moved inio “Way Do
Under In New Orlean
was worth the whaole trip.
Getting  the 215
mbers the
agregation 1o and from
New Orleans and keeping
them found, fed and safe,
is no small matter, ['ve
decided Band Director
Bob Renfro at one time
must have been in charge
of troop movements for
he Ninth Army
“The trip began in the
early hours as three
separate  groups  of
bandsmen, sponsors and
rents o b
::..:',‘;mdmmd Hob- G oarding the plane ewly Snturday  cas
P ray began on & are members of the bind outfits
sehool bus going to Hobby
Airport, @ bus that was
versed by  the
“marijuana dog” before
it lef. the school grounds.
Buses in shifts drove to
airplanes working in
shifts, 5o that groups left
Houston at 7,8, and 8.
The last group was the
luckiest, we thought,
because one of our
b

y before donning the orange
of the Stingaree Band.

throughout the day and
- then helped us fly back
N home.

Stingareties  became

everyone gol a good look

at the cockpit because the

2 ilot opened his door for I
P . 'I' } ot et All over but the ride home

1 was amazed when
L Sherry nsked how many A Sousaphone player mirors the waits in the New Orleans airport for
-~ were flying for the first feelings of the entire banwd as he the plane trip home.

e
Struggling into boots

truggling into their boots in preparation for  plop downlon the turf at the Super dobje,

L
narching practice, members of the Stingareties I n New O\ r eq n S

Text and photos by Cathy Gillentine

epping out, 275 members sirong is the Texas City High School Marching Band during
its halftime performance at the Superdome in New Orleans Saturday
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Air Force Band Leager
Appears In TC Concert

Colonel Arnald Gabriel,
conductor of the United States
Air Force Band, will appear in
concert with the Texas City
High School Band Thursday at
7:30 p.m.

Two additional short concerts
performed by the other two
Texas City High School concert
bands will be presented, con-
ducted by Bob Renfroe and
Burley Bowman.

Colonel Gabriel's guest ap-
pearance with the bank marks
the second such visit of a
distinguished conductor. Last

January, Dr. William D. Revelli
appeared in concert with the
TCHS band.

Renfore, director of the
concert band, said, ‘‘Cononel
Gabriel is the foremost con-
ductor of the service bands and
it is a distinct honor for him to
accept our invitation to appear
with our band."

Tickets will go on sale by
band members and can be
purchased at the door. Ad-
mission will be $1 for adults and
50 cents for students.



http://pricecubed.com/TCHSBand/TCHSScannedPicturesOriginal/1970s/IMG_0051.jpg

Link fo
Picture

U WO W B TEN b NN A WEEN PSS e s g |

J‘ "

X

" 4

Géﬁiﬁg fd c

Instructor Robert Renfro of the Texas City High
School Band maintains a watchful eye over the
new Stingarettes for 1978-79. Some 60 students of
sophomore, junior and senior levels began their

basic maneuvers in preparation for the |
coming football season (Sun Staff Photo By Gi
Rivas)
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RECORDINGS OF THE TEXAS CITY High School Concert Band are now available in al-
bums, on sale at the Parker Music Store in Texas City for $3. Mrs. Dee Hendrix, store mana-
ger, and Bob Renfroe, conductor of the concert band, look over one of the albums now fea-
tured at the store. The Texas City High School band has been acclaimed as one of the great
high school bands in America.
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HERE, SUNDAY

Band Director Says
ConcertaChallenge

BY MADELEINE McDERMOTT , Fort Worth area for concerts. He
Sun Staff Writer appeared with the Houston Sym-

Robert L. Reniroe, instry-|Dhony Orchestra a few weeks

mental music supervisor of the enfroe said the concert “is .

Texas City public schools, said unquestionably th

e finest musi-

today the program Dr. Fredrick| nal endeavor ever attempted by

Fennell will eq:;xduct here Sunday | 1o ‘Sting Band.'

gtat:m:ﬁ}l is mtaggv:;g Admission to the performance
thrill will be $1 for adults and 50 cents

corecrt e for students. A closed rehearsal
Dr. Fennell, associate conduc-|js scheduled for 7:30 am. Sun-

tor of the Minneapolis Symphony day.

Orchestra, per-

formance of the Texas City High

School Symphony Band at 2 p.m.

Sunday in the high school audi-

torium.
The program will open with

| “Procession of the Sardar" by

Ippolitov-Ivanov. Then two works
by Richard Wagner will be play-
ed-Overture to “Rienzi” and
Good Friday Music from the

overa ‘“Parsifal,” taken from the
eonmosers Musical Drama and
said to strike the keynote of Eas-

ter joy.

Ballet music from “Faust,” by
the French composer Charles
Francois Gounod, has been tran-
scribed for concert band in seven
sections. It will be followed by

fective of the operas by Richard
Strauss.

For the final portion of the con-
cert, Renfroe, the band’'s regular
d1rector has selected four
marches—*‘Stars and Stripes For-
ever” and ‘“The Gladiator” by

' Sousa, “Barnum and Bailey's

Favorite” by King and *“Ingle-
siana” by Delle Cese.

Dr. Fennell is currently on tour
wit.h the aneapohs orchestra
and is coming to Texas City on

ff-dav while in the Dallas-
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STING BAND IN DOME—Even t though the $2 mil-

lion scoreboard couldn’t spell “Renfroe,” it other-
wise does a Texas-size job of announcing the Texas
City High School Band Sunday afternoon in Hous-

TERAS CITY HIGH SCHODL

E-Fl HD

DIFEITED E uPEHFPﬂw

'IN ASTRDID'

National Spotlight
Put On Sting Banc

By CARL HOOPER trodome Sunday afternoon a
The Texas City High School |the Houston Astros beat th
Stingaree Band got its share of |New York Yankees 3-2.
atrention and applause amid all| The band members obviously
the action, color, noise and ex-{got a kick out of the whole
citement prevailing in the As-| (See BAND Page 2)

~ AN R R RS L AT

tons glant Astrodome, The 165-piece band, under
the direction of Robert Renfroe, was seen on natlona!
television. (Photo by Bill Thompsor_/c,

st
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Band to play Cowboy-Oiler game

TEXAS CITY — On the heels of an
outstanding success scored by the Texas
City High School Band in Denver, Colo.,
the Stingaree Band has been invited to
perform at half time activities for the
Dallas Cowboy-Houston Oiler football
game in Dallas on Aug. 18.

The invitation was extended by Jim
Skinner, director of the Dallas Cowboys
half time activities, and it was recom-
mended for acceptance by Joseph P.
Lucas, TCHS principal, and approved by
School Superintendent Paul Manning.

Band Director Bob Renfroe expressed a
great deal of joy over the invitation and
said he has started preparations to take his
near 300 marching Stingarees to Texas
Stadium in Dallas.

Tentative plans are underway to take
the band to Ft. Worth by Amtrack, bus the
band to Texas Stadium for the pre-game
workout, treat them to a barbecue hosted
by the Cowboys and on to downtown

Dallas, where they will be housed over-
night in the Adolphus and Baker Hotels.
After the Saturday performance and
overnight stay, they will return via Am-
track Sunday afternoon.

Tickets for the game will be available to
all Texas City people, including parents
and other football fans who might like to
attend the game with the band, Renfroe
says. Amtrack will accommodate those
who wish to make the trip for about $31.

Stingaree drum m

TEXAS CITY — Robert Renfroe,
director of Instrumental Music for the
Texas City Independent School District
today announced the leaders of the 1979
Stingaree Swinging Marching Band.

Miss Beverly Busbee, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Benny C. Busbee of 1132 San
Jacinto, has been selected as drum major
for the band.

Beverly, who plays first French horn in

Beverly Busbee

Tickets to the game will be $6.

Renfroe says full trip information will be
available in a week to 10 days. Further
information will be announced in this
newspaper. The chaperones, parents, and
other adults who will accompany the band
have not been decided yet; nor has it been
finalized as to which television network
will carry the telecast. ]

Further details will be announced as the |

information becomes available. |

ajors announced

the Symphony Band, was an All State
musician this year. Her mother and
father, Sally and Benny, are both former
members of the Texas City High School
Band who studied under Renfroe.

Assistant drum majors will be Joni
Owens, Reva Chapman and Sharon
Sterling. Joni plays first flute in the
Symphony Band. She is the daughter of

Reva Chapman

1979

Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Owens of 133 20th Ave.
N.

Reva is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D.
H. Chapman of 1420 20th Ave. N. Sharon is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E.
Sterling of 1709 20th Ave. N. Sharon's
father is an assistant principal at TCHS.
Both Reva and Sharon are clarinet players
in the Symphony Band.

The drum major and her assistants will

Sharon Sterling

lead the marching band through their

performances with the swinging-marching
band.

The band'’s first performance in the 1979
season will be before a sell-out crowd in
Texas Stadium in Dallas, where they will
provide half-time entertainment for the
Dallas Cowboy - Houston Oilers football
game on Aug. 18.

Joni Owens
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Now On Display
INDIANAPOLIS '500'
PACE CA|
The 1979
FORD MUSTANG

it trouble brews

alert to lermrl\t stiempls _since

settlement n{ N.h;rw.- manth, k\lung
torere

rplanes stacked Palestinian
lanuis in Lebanon for four consecutive
days alter the raid in April, and on Tues-
iy lew their third stealght day of reprisal
missions this mont

‘Three Lebanese civilians were
1 it s 1nl~llghuﬂ

Srale e constlvighway,
Toe aeel etz the
1 of Beirut during_the

heenean wrge Palstaan chictats Yos
ser Arafat was addressing guerrillas in a
hidesway southaf the city.

(See TROUBLE, Page 2A)

Summer school set

GILLENTINE
Dy SunFiporicr

TEXAS CITV—Dates for secondary
summer schoal were set foe June 11 to July
13 here, and an increase in tuition was
approved by members of the Texas
Gty schoal

One quarter courses will cost £, with
70 for two quarters and $105 for thres
quarters.

classes for ages 8 to 17 will be fild fram
o 1y 3. and fram 8 1019:30 2.m,
Jmmnumlnumgmm.lwmn
the poal. The two.reek course wil cast $10.
and s non-credit

tees heard a roport from State
Board of Education member Bill Fetter,

explained the duties of that board.
Trusiees also approved a contract tor
duphwhmblmrindnﬂxtm th the
rth Paper Company in exeess of

Classes will be taught at the high school  £500

in English, history, government,
mathematics, science, typing and worid

Beagr

Registration will be June 8 in the high
school student center. Registration for
free homemaking classes to be taught
Jane 428 for hamemaking students and
adalts will be held in the homemaking
department

Drivers edueation classes will register
May 11 from 8.m. 104 p.m. in the high
“ehoal gymnasium, Tuition will be §50.

Regisiration for beginning swimming

Anqml trom Colegeof the Maiand
school aulo. mechanics
bty ekl el o]
repait was turned over to the ade
‘ministration to work aut cost figures.

A maintenance contract with the Fifiope
Training Center was approved for 8,70
The center will maintain grounds and do
Janilorial wark at their school

A coatract was also approved by
trustees with Ad Valorum Records, Ine.
{ortax consultation

National competition

Linda Woodward left, band dis

rector Robert Renfroe and Lisa

Martin show the first plnce l.rnphy for outstanding performance
in concert sight reading. The Texas City High School Band won.
the trophy last weekend in Denver, Colorado. For a complete
wrap-ulpnn the band’s trip. See DlgesB-QA. (Sun Staff photo by

Joe Cale)

First dlivision
Kathy McKnight, band director John Petersen center, and Joe

Devlin display the first divi

ion rating trophy won last weekend

in Lake Charles, Louisiana. The Texas City Concert Band won
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Robert L. Renfroe, Director
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Stingaree Band takes Callas, Texas Stadium by storm

ching Band looked magnificen, ot hot, b, hot! drums and the trumpes pulld aut o the side, Then, by a series
tret for the kids, and for me, o walk across the: ar- After a couple of run-throughs I knew the fans were in for a of miyl'il stcw oo Wm;‘hclkd bn figure, they manage to
tificial turf we'd seen 5 many times o6 TV, to get a closeip look | treat because in spite of oaly two-weeks of practice far some 85 spread themselves all acrass the fisld.

— I'walked high up into the stands at Texas Stadium,  at the stars that line the stadium wall and t ponder why o8 op go freshamen and only une week for the remainder of that 286- ‘The deum sectian marches single file right upon the middle
‘wateh the practice an the field and knew the Dallas  earth they couldn't have clsed in e roof and air cunditioned  member aggregation, the rontine was perfect. Iane as the strains of “In the Mood" began and then the
had picked the right band to play for half-ime at the The key to all this perfection is o group of talented cleverestroutine onearth begins.

il duel fur the Championship of Texas ‘Because, over and aml‘! evertiting i‘mmng mm e Stingarette 5 Spaced across the field horizontally, each row begins
 culalfs and tank lops, the Stingaree Swinging Ma.  9bout bein there was theone er: deing fact. 1w Then Stesigedon e surd e e o e i A W
Combay Cheerleaders, tut the Stngareties pat them e them they dance. The whole band! In perfect unison. And.
i ;nm though 1 mast admit. the Cheerleaders 1 saw were  itis.eyepo applause was thanderous
Director Rnbm R(rl’rv( had told them to “blow the statium
) i arvangemstat b onthe pres phe dock st degn ey
il sos e nd atbere dova bl Liade ekt aie e s el ut hrongh e s o and
P was heard in dewntown Dlﬂl w'[llll‘dnmelilh!iﬂslmm
mm.mmm-aw end et of v el alasFort Worth
probably leave during the ]l. t when the drum ma jor bes Sequins sparkled. “'Nle!h(ﬂﬂmedl unison.
m.m)mumm. orange ummnmnm fawpwv]zm‘.‘ed Al the el -r'rumcm- once more got put on the map —far
proes n the press bo stayed to watch- 8 pew kind of explosi
Photos by he bagd does a seris of siaborale colntermarches, wih lhe Kmexpinhon orbeaubfl sound,

Cathy
Gillentine

Marines parade the flag under o hall of bive ond white
balloons ascending fo the fop of the stadium.

Link to
Picture
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Stingarettes ‘worm up’

Three members of the sperin' rrumpe' sectiof Unloading at the stadium before the game
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TUESDAY, August 21, 1979 . Y
i : . B ‘ BIG SAVINGS ON
At ' -y Roomy 1979
FORD LTDs

- - .New Sized For Economy.
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lead with Israeli officials

homeland. human rights of all Palestin- recognition of the nationhood of inflicted hurt, death,

The SCLC leaders had lunch fans, including the right of self- Israel...whereby steps can be destruction upon far too many

Monday with the Palestine Lib-  determination involving among  taken that would lead to peace of God's children in the Middle
East."

eration Organization's U.N. ob- other things their homeland. " and reconciliation."

server, Zehdi Labib Terzi. Low- “We think,” he declared,
ery told reporters: “We com- _Lowery said they urged that  He said his delegation also “that God is moving in this
municated to Mr. Terzi and his PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat asked the PLO to consider “a whole situation to lead us to
associates our support for the “give consideration to the halt to the violence that has peace and reconciliation."
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Prid ‘ Texas City (i

Che Stingaree Swinging Marching Band begins their routine, marching toward the center of Texas Stadium in
! rﬁuﬁne which eve%igglly led the band in to a formation which covered the field from goal post to goal post.
lhey performed for the Cowboy-Oiler game Saturday. (See our special band performance picture page in
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“Serving Texas City and All of GalvesiomCoUnty

It’s okay

No one forgot the reason for going to Denver as notes and
scales filled the halls and reeds in mouths were a familiar sight

Waondwnindn menmmw- £

Waiting for a bus to take tf:‘é -group to the hotel

|| National Music Festival

May 4-6, 1979 P —

before playing

These band students take the time out to have a picture made
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Band awafd L

The Texas City High School Band participated recently in UIL
competition in Austin and returned with another unanimous
First Division rating. The Texas City Band holds a state record
of 32 years for superior performance. Shown holding the State
Record Trophy are band president David Dotson on the
left and band vice-president Doug Vickery. The band members
are currently preparing for a trip to Denver by selling candy
and light bulbs. In Denver, the band will play in national
competition.

661 ‘| udy
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